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Committee update

Senate conferees on the omnibus supplemental appropriations bill meet with their counterparts from the House to decide
on appropriations for the next fiscal year.

Election laws
Appointees approved

Members of the Election Laws Com-
mittee met Thurs., Apr. 27, to consider
the appointments of Douglas Kelley and
Sidney Pauly to the Campaign Finance
and Public Disclosure Board.  Sen. John
Marty (DFL-Roseville) chaired the
hearing.

Pauly, acting chair of the board, said
she is currently the longest serving
board member.  “I decided to reapply.
The board needs continuity,” said Pauly.
Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls.) said
reporting procedures need to be simpli-
fied.  She said it’s difficult to get
treasurers for local races because there
is a fear of fines.  Pauly said the board
can offer suggestions for simplifying and

streamlining procedures.
Kelley, a lawyer, said he has had a lot

of interaction with both bodies of the
Legislature.  “I’ve represented people on
both sides of the aisle,” he said.  Sen.
Mark Ourada (R-Buffalo) asked Kelley
how the board should conduct itself.
Kelley said the board should be user-
friendly and work to make sure election
laws are known.  Both appointments
were approved by the committee.

Environment and Natural
Resources

Con con bill okayed
Members of the Environment and

Natural Resources Committee, chaired
by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int’l. Falls),

met Mon., May 1, and approved a bill
designed to resolve disputes over state
management and recreational use of
consolidated conservation lands in
seven Northwestern Minnesota coun-
ties.

The bill effects some 360,000 acres in
Beltrami, Koochiching, Lake of the
Woods, Aitkin, Mahnomen, Marshall
and Roseau Counties, over which there
has been on-going debate over state
management designations.

An amendment to the original bill,
S.F. 3131, offered by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf
(DFL-Thief River Falls), designates
certain consolidated conservation lands
as forestry or wildlife management lands
and provides increased in lieu of taxes
to support infrastructure in the affected
counties. The amendment provides a
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structure and forum for the counties and
the Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) to resolve issues and make
recommendations to the Legislature.
The amendment also permits historic
motorized uses of roads and trails
through wildlife management areas and
directs the DNR to verify the route and
historic uses for each road and trail and
sign them accordingly. The amendment
prohibits cross-country motorized use of
designated lands. The amendment was
adopted by the committee.

Another amendment, also offered by
Stumpf, directs the DNR, in consulta-
tion with wildlife management area
users, to identify and designate corridor
trails in “corridors of disturbance” to
connect trails, forest roads, and public
highways to provide reasonable travel
for all-terrain vehicles (ATV’s), and
defines “corridors of disturbance” as
rights-of-way such as ditches, ditch
banks, transmission lines, pipelines,
permanent roads, winter roads and
recreational trails. The amendment
specifies the Rapid River Forest Road,
the Blanchard Forest Road and the
Moose River Forest Road as open to
travel by ATV’s when the roads are
open to other non-commercial vehicles.
The corridors are consistent with both
state and federal law, Stumpf said,
noting that the roads are not open to
cross-country travel. The amendment
was adopted by the committee.

Deputy DNR Commissioner Steve
Morse testified that the department
generally supports the bill. However, he
said the department does not support
the increased in lieu of taxes, which is
estimated to have a $1.5 million impact
on the budget next year. The depart-
ment also objects to allowing ATV
travel within wildlife management areas,
Morse said. On the other hand, the
alternative to not passing a bill this year
is “basically unregulated traffic” on the
360,000 acres, he said, adding that the
department will work with counties to
refine the bill this summer.

“We were a long way apart in the
beginning, but the department has
moved and so have the counties,” he
said.

Roger Howard, land commissioner for
Aitkin County and member of the area’s
joint powers board, said the counties
support the bill, but only with the
increase in in lieu of taxes.

 Gary Botzik, representing the Conser-
vation Committee, a coalition of
hunting and environmental groups, said
the organization also supports the bill,
including the increases in lieu of taxes.
“It’s not perfect, but it’s a good piece of
legislation,” he said.

Nancy Hilden, representing the Sierra
Club, said the organization is concerned
about the erosion of regulation in
wildlife management areas with the
allowance of ATV’s.

Sen. Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury)
offered a two amendments that clarify
what the lands are designated for. The
first amendment specifies that corridors
of disturbance apply to lands designated
wildlife management areas after Jan. 1,
1986, and directs the DNR to make
corridor identifications and designa-
tions by Jan. 15, 2003, and report to the
Legislature The amendment also
provides that isolated consolidated
conservation lands, or those that are 40
acres or less and not contiguous with
other public land, that are not appropri-
ate for conservation and recreation
purposes may be recommended or sale
or exchange. The second amendment
limits land sales to 27,000 acres covered
in a 1989 DNR executive order and to
100,000 acres covered in a 1991 DNR
executive order. Both amendments were
adopted by the committee.

Another amendment, offered by Sen.
Gary Laidig (R-Stillwater), adds transfer
to the definition of ways in which
wetlands and border areas may be
acquired. The amendment failed on a
five to 11 role call vote.

The bill was approved and sent to the
rules committee.

Rules and Administration

Closing resolutions okayed
The Rules and Administration

Committee met during the evening
hours of Tues., May 9, in order to
consider several closing resolutions,
personnel items for Senate staff, and a
resolution relating to reducing fuel
loadings within the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness.

The panel, chaired by Sen. Roger D.
Moe (DFL-Erskine), approved several
routing closing resolutions.  The
resolutions pertain to notifying the
governor and the House of Representa-
tives of adjournment, the operation of

the Senate during the interim and the
delivery of bills to the governor after
final adjournment.  Moe said that, as has
been the practice in other election
years, Senators will not be reimbursed
for in-district mileage for the period
between July 1, 2000 and Nov. 7, 2000.

The resolution, S.F. 3835, sponsored
by Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower),
memorializes the President of the
United States and the President’s
Council on Environmental Quality to
expedite the environmental impact
statement of the U.S. Forest Service and
to begin reducing fuel loadings within
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness.  Johnson said that the “blow
down” that occurred during the summer
storm in 1998 presents an extreme fire
hazard for the wilderness area and that it
is critical fuel be reduced.  Members
adopted the resolution with little
debate.

The panel also recommended that the
con-con bill, S.F. 3131, authored by
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls), be sent to the floor.  The measure
was in the committee because of a Rule
35 objection to a recommendation that
the bill be placed on General Orders.

Omnibus appropriations
conference

Supplemental bill okayed
After five days of sometimes conten-

tious wrangling, Senate and House
conferees Tues., May 9, reached an
agreement over the omnibus supple-
mental spending bill. The committee is
co-chaired by Sen. Don Samuelson
(DFL-Brainerd) and Rep. Kevin Goodno
(R-Moorhead).

The omnibus bill, H.F. 2699, includes
sections relating to agriculture and
environment, criminal justice, state
government, economic development
and jobs, and health and human ser-
vices. Debate on the bill was suspended
for about three weeks, until Fri., May 5,
during the impasse over taxes.

Fireworks erupted soon after negotia-
tions resumed. “It’s clear to me the
House is backing away from agree-
ments,” said Samuelson, referring to
understandings reached earlier on
certain provisions of the state govern-
ment portion of the bill. He accused
negotiators of not bargaining in good
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faith, a charge the House vigorously
objected to.

Still, four sections of the bill - agricul-
ture and environment, criminal justice,
state government finance and economic
development and jobs - were settled
relatively early in the process, which
included two lengthy weekend sessions.
The health and human services portion
wasn’t resolved until about 6 p.m. Tues.
during marathon floor sessions in both
the Senate and House.

Debate on the health and human
services portion of the bill included an
attempt by the House to re-introduce
the controversial 24-hour waiting
period for abortions, a bill vetoed last
month by the governor. Rep. Lynda
Boudreau (R-Fairbault) introduced the
“right-to-know” amendment, a slightly
stronger measure than the original,
shortly before the committee recessed
Monday evening, May 8. The amend-
ment failed.

Another amendment, offered by Sen.
Gary Laidig (R-Stillwater), was designed
to limit the governor’s ability to profit
privately from his position. Laidig said
“I’m not criticizing the governor” but
cited a celebrity golf tournament last
summer, from which the governor made
about $1,000, as the reason for the
amendment. The amendment makes the
governor subject to the same rules as
other administration officials. The
amendment failed because of  Senate
concerns that the provision could
jeopardize passage of the entire pack-
age.

A highlight of the bill concerns the
state’s prescription drug program for
those 65 and older. The measure
specifies eligibility standards as those
recipients whose income is equal to or
less than 100 percent of the federal
poverty line guidelines and expands the
program to include eligible disabled
July 1, 2002.

Another highlight is federal and state
funding for a variety of assistance
programs. For example, from federal
Temporary Assistance for Needy Family
Funds (TANF), a total of $19.68 million
is designated for local intervention
grants for self-sufficiency programs,
including $500,000 for Southeast Asian
Minnesota Family Investment Plan
(MFIP) services in employment training
projects and $500,000 for nontradi-
tional career training programs. TANF

funds in the amount of $1 million are
designated for out-of-wedlock preg-
nancy prevention funds to serve chil-
dren in TANF-eligible families and $7.5
million is transferred to the state’s Title
XX block grant to increase services for
families with children whose income is
at or below 200 percent of federal
poverty guidelines. The measure
provides for the transfer of $50 million
from the general fund to the Minnesota
Housing Finance Authority (MHFA) for
a $5 million loan to Habitat for Human-
ity and $15 million for the Affordable
Rental Investment Fund (ARIF)
program. The measure also increases
compensation to certain home health
care and group residential care provid-
ers.

As for environment, natural resources
and agriculture, a highlight of that
portion of the bill is a modest increase
in resident hunting and fishing license
fees and a more substantial increase in
non-resident licenses, which is expected
to raise about $6 million annually. The
license fee increases are tied to $25
million in in-lieu of taxes on lottery
ticket sales to support Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) programs.
Fifty percent of the receipts are desig-
nated for deposit in the wildlife en-
hancement account in the game and fish
fund for improvement, enhancement
and protection of fish and wildlife
resources, 22.5 percent to the natural
resources fund for state parks and trails,
22.5 percent to the natural resources
fund for local trail grants, 2 percent to
the natural resources fund for the
Minnesota Zoo, the Como Park Zoo and
the Duluth Zoo. A controversial gray
wolf management plan, which divides
the state into two management zones
where hunting and trapping of wolves is
generally allowed or prohibited, was
attached to the bill, as was the mainly
non-controversial approval of use of
lighted fishing jigs for anglers.

The bill appropriates $306,000 to the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA) to administer the wastewater
infrastructure fund (WIF) program,
$400,000 to the Board of Water and
Soil Resources (BWSR) for technical
assistance in replacing wetlands and
almost $4 million to the Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) for legal costs
to settle the 1827 Treaty litigation
between the state and the Northern

Minnesota Indian tribes. The bill
establishes an agroforestry loan program
with a $200,000 appropriation, allowing
farmers to grow hybrid poplars, creates a
“Big Bog” State Recreation Area in
Beltrami County and creates a Red
River State Recreation Area in Polk
County. The bill provides $5 million for
Metro Trails projects, provides
$450,000 this year and $350,000 next
year for continued research of solutions
and alternatives for manure manage-
ment and odor control and provides
$300,000 for water quality and quantity,
research, management, demonstration
and education programs at the
Lamberton and Waseca Research
Stations. The bill provides $300,000 for
grants to the Farm Wrap and Rural Help
networks, provides $245,000 this year
to the Board of Animal Health for
continued efforts to control pseudora-
bies in swine, and provides $5.1 million
in subsidies for ethanol producers.

Exclusion of proposed new felony
offenses for those convicted of multiple
DWI’s highlights the portion of the bill
relating to criminal justice. The confer-
ence committee could not agree on the
provision and, in the end, requested a
study on incarceration and treatment of
repeat offenders.

Other highlights include creating a
Capitol Complex Security Oversight
Committee, rather than the Capitol
Complex security force proposed by the
Senate. The bill also directs all courts
and state and local correction facilities
to consider implementing an automated
victim notification system, establishes a
domestic abuse prosecution unit to be
administered jointly by Ramsey County
and the city of St. Paul. The bill appro-
priates $1 million for grants to pay the
costs of developing or implementing a
criminal justice information integration
plan, $150,000 for juvenile prostitution
law enforcement and officer training
grants, $1.2 million for per diem
payments for battered women shelter
facilities, as responsibilities for these
payments are transferred from the
Department of Human Services to the
Department of Public Safety, and $1.75
million for a grant or grants to counties
or group of counties or tribal govern-
ments for up to 30 percent for the
construction costs of adult regional
detention centers. The measure also
raises fines for both petty and misde-
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meanor offenses, from $200 to $300 and
$700 to $1,000, respectively.

Among highlights of the state govern-
ment portion of the bill is the preserva-
tion of $2 million in funding for the
Minnesota Planning Agency and $2.7
million for the Office of Technology,
both targets of House elimination or
funding cuts.

Other highlights are requiring a risk
assessment and risk mitigation plan by
any state agency in the executive or
judicial branch for information systems
development projects estimated to cost
more than $1 million. The provision,
pushed for by Rep. Philip Krinkie (R-
Shoreview), further specifies that the
administration must contract with an
entity outside of government to conduct
a risk assessment and mitigation plan for
a project estimated to cost more than $5
million. The measure also directs the
Finance Department to prepare a
detailed forecast of state revenue and
expenditures in February and November
each year and directs state agencies, the
Minnesota Colleges and Universities
(MnSCU) system and the University of
Minnesota to maintain a database on
location, description and facilities and
to report to the appropriate Senate and
House panels. The measure provides
$249,000 from the special revenue fund
for the Metropolitan Radio Board,
provides $1.45 million this year and
$1.45 million next year for matching
grants for public television equipment
needs and $1.544 million this year and
$1.544 million next year for emergency
and financial needs for veterans.

Among highlights of the jobs and
economic development section of the
bill are a $750,000 appropriation for
grants to local or regional economic
development agencies to support the
development of labor force assessments,
a $1 million appropriation for catalyst
grants to local governments and Indian
tribal governments to expand Internet
access in Greater Minnesota, a
$500,000 appropriation from the state’s
federal TANF block grant for the family
homeless and assistance program and
$90,000 from the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Fund for workplace services
division for program administration
purposes. The measure directs the Board
of Trustees of MnSCU to develop and
report to the Legislature by Jan. 15,
2001, on a 10-year plan for the possible

location of workforce centers or affiliate
locations on MnSCU campuses and
specifies that the Job Skills Partnership
Board may make grants-in-aid for
distance-work projects that promote
technology in rural areas.

Bonding conference

Negotiations continue
Senate and House conferees met

Tues., May 2, and continued negotia-
tions on the bonding bill. Members
focused their debate on Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) amendments
relating to regional trail grants and to
local trail connection grants. The
committee is co-chaired by Sen. Linda
Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) and Rep. Jim
Knoblach (R-St. Cloud).

The first amendment specifies that the
DNR shall determine priorities for
matching regional trail grants of up to
$250,000 to local units of government
to acquire and develop new, publicly
owned trails of regional significance.
The amendment specifies that recipients
must provide a non-state cash match of
at least one-half of total eligible project
cost, as the specified in the Senate
version, and allows the DNR to make
payment to a unit of government upon
receiving documentation of reimburs-
able expenditures.

The second amendment specifies that
the DNR shall determine priorities for
matching grants of up to $50,000 to
local units of government to acquire
and develop local trails that connect
communities, trails, parks, and other
significant destinations. The amend-
ment specifies that recipients must
provide a non-state cash match of at
least one-half of total eligible project
costs, instead of up to 50 percent as
specified in the Senate version, and
allows the DNR to make payment to a
unit of government upon receiving
documentation of reimbursable expen-
ditures.

“There’s more complexity in these
two amendments than meets the eye,”
said Knoblach.

Rep. Peggy Leppik (R-Golden Valley)
said the language changes in the
amendments represent a “shift in intent”
in the amount of matching funds local
units of government must provide,
especially for local trail connection
grants.

However, DNR officials said there is
no implication in either amendment for
changing the way the grant programs are
administered.

Still, Leppik argued “it’s a real
irritant” to see so many new trails being
built when some older Metro Area trails
have already required major repairs at
taxpayer expense. “We may incur much
more expense in seven to 10 years when
the rubber meets the road,” she said.

“We could debate this until the cows
come home,” said Rep. Henry Kalis
(DFL-Walters), who suggested placing a
user’s fee on trails to help defray any
unexpected expenses.

The committee took no action on
either amendment.

However, conferees adopted several
other amendments to the bonding bill.

The first was an amendment, offered
by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls), relating to bleacher safety. The
amendment specifies that the open
space between bleacher footboards,
seats and guardrails must not exceed 4
in., unless approved safety nets are
installed, except retractable bleachers
already in place as of Jan. 1, 2001.
Under the amendment, these bleachers
may have open spaces not exceeding 9
in. and any bleachers owned by the
University of Minnesota, Minnesota
State Colleges and Universities
(MnSCU) system, or a private college
or university may have open spaces not
exceeding 9 in. “It’s a reasonable
approach that doesn’t present any safety
hazards,” Stumpf said.

Another amendment, also offered by
Stumpf, concerns the reissuance of
bonds by the Board of Trustees of
MnSCU. The amendment specifies that
the board may issue revenue bonds the
aggregate principal amount of which
may not exceed $100 million, rather
than the original $127 million, to
acquire land and to acquire, construct,
complete, remodel, and equip structures
or portions of structures to be used for
dormitory, residence hall, student
union, food service and related parking
purposes.

A third amendment, offered by Rep.
Tom Osthoff (DFL-St Paul), amends
House language related to the wastewa-
ter infrastructure funding (WIF)
program. The amendment specifies that
the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MPCA) must include as a
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factor in prioritizing projects whether or
not a project is a multi jurisdictional
project connecting areas with failing
onsite treatment systems with an
existing or regional wastewater treat-
ment system.

The committee also adopted House
language concerning grants to early
childhood learning and protection
facilities, adding centers that include
services to refugee and immigrant
families to eligibility criteria, which was
not included in the Senate version. The
House position, which removes the
Senate’s siting restrictions for certain
wastewater treatment systems, was also
adopted.

Eleventh-hour compromise okayed
When members of the bonding bill

conference committee met on Tues.,
May 9, and adopted the “final” spread-
sheet, conferees were unprepared for the
addition of a $44 million Metro Transit
amendment presented on behalf of the
administration. Members were fine-
tuning language in the $539 million
capital projects bonding bill when Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), who chairs
the committee along with Rep. Jim
Knoblach (R-St.Cloud), announced that
she had received an amendment from
the governor’s office.

Members from both chambers ex-
pressed their dismay at receiving a
major funding request so late in the
game.  The amendment involved
appropriations of $25 million for FY
2001 plus $19 million for FY 2002 from
the general fund–taken out of the
administrations’s allotted one-third of
the budget–to acquire land and engi-
neer and construct a bus transitway from
downtown St. Paul to the airport and
Mall of America.  Commissioner of
Transportation Elwyn Tinklenberg and
Metro Council Transit Regional
Administrator James Solem testified
that they did not know details concern-
ing the proposal, except that, “Money is
to be set aside in the category of rapid
transit to come out of the governor’s
portion” of the state budget.  Members
speculated about the appropriateness
and constitutionality of amending the
plan into the bonding bill rather than
putting it in the transportation bill.
Rep. Tom Osthoff (DFL-St. Paul) said,
“The governor can do what he wants
with his share of the money,” adding,

“although I’d rather not have to deal
with it in this bill, and I don’t appreciate
the timing of it.”

Berglin offered an amendment to the
amendment, deleting portions of the
original amendment that included
restrictions on the use of federal or
trunk highway funds for the project,
“other than federal funds that under
federal law or regulation may only be
used for transit capital projects,”
according to language in the
administration’s proposal.  Berglin’s
amendment also gave authority to the
Metropolitan Council for spending up
to $3.7 million of the FY 2001 appro-
priation for Metro Transit regular route
bus operations upon the approval of the
commissioner of finance.  Rep. Dave
Bishop (R-Rochester) also offered an
amendment to the amendment which
concerned funding sources for the
Metro Transit project.  Bishop’s amend-
ment deleted language in the
administration’s amendment to clarify
that a property tax levied by or for the
Metropolitan Council must not be one
of the nonstate sources required for
completion of the project.  Bishop’s
amendment was adopted, Berglin’s was
not.

In other matters, Sen. LeRoy Stumpf
(DFL-Thief River Falls), said that his
one great disappointment with the
bonding bill concerned the loss of
appropriations for public television.
The Senate allowed $11.5 million for
TV digital transmitters in their proposal
and the House appropriated almost $7
million.  Stumpf said he remembers
getting the public television infrastruc-
ture up and running and wishes that the
state would continue to offer support.
Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul)
agreed with Stumpf, and said he thought
a plan was in the making to include an
$18 or $19 million request in another
bill.  It was suggested that House
members immediately talk to their
leadership, and “If leadership agrees, it
will be done,” said Cohen.  Knoblach
said he was also disappointed.  He
stated, “This is the first I’ve heard of the
situation,” adding that he anticipated
that something would be done about it.

Berglin told members that the
committee’s final bill was significantly
honed down, but added that it provides
generously for education.  The Univer-
sity of Minnesota appropriations total

$100.213 million.  Among the Univer-
sity projects, $35 million is for the
completion of  phase II of the Molecular
Cellular Biology Building, $18.5 million
for the design and construction of a new
art building, $10 million for the St. Paul
Campus Molecular and Plant Genomics
Facility, $9 million for HEAPR and $8
million for the Morris Science and Math
Building, Phase II.

The MnSCU appropriation totals
$131.021 million, with HEAPR totaling
$30 million, $12.5 million for Anoka-
Hennepin Technical College Asset
Preservation, $11.700 million to the
Minneapolis College and Technical
College Information Technology
Center, $11.400 million to the
Normandale Science Bldg. and $11
million for the North Hennepin General
Education Renovation.

Cohen offered an amendment, which
was approved, to provide for a grant to
complete construction of the East Metro
Middle School.  The total appropriation
for The Department of Children,
Families and Learning is $80.741
million, with the largest portion going
to the East Metro Magnet School ($16
million).

The Bureau of Criminal Apprehension
(BCA) is appropriated the $58 million
from general funds requested by the
Senate and the administration, for the
construction, furnishing and equipping
of a new lab and office building. The
proposal originally approved by the
House totaled approximately half that
amount, but following testimony from
corrections personnel, BCA personnel,
law officers and Senators, House
committee members eventually relented
and accepted the need for a new larger,
more technologically-enhanced facility.
Total appropriations in the administra-
tion category amount to $81.450
million.

DNR appropriations total $73.177
million, with the largest portions going
to Flood Hazard Mitigation Grants ($14
million) and the Como Park Zoo ERC
($16 million).  Many smaller appropria-
tions under $2 million will fund trails,
office facilities development, recre-
ational areas, dam repairs, fisheries
improvement and park land acquisi-
tions.  The committee adopted an
amendment to change match require-
ments for local trail connections and
provide for lease and management
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agreements with other units of govern-
ment. Another amendment that gives
the commissioner the authority to
prioritize dam repair or reconstruction
projects was adopted.  The amendment
further specifies that $246,000 of the
appropriation is from the general fund
to include, but not be limited to,
engineering work for the removal of the
Drayton Dam and removal of the
Straight River Dam in Faribault and the
Old Mill State Park Dam.  Also, up to
$60,000 of the general fund appropria-
tion may be used to reimburse the city
of Mazeppa for engineering costs on the
Mazeppa Dam removal project.  An-
other amendment was adopted to
specific a $3 million grant to the city of
St. Paul to match a federal authorization
for developing the Upper Landing Park.
Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon)
offered an amendment, which was
adopted, to establish the Big Bog State
Recreation Area in Beltrami County.
Another amendment, offered by Stumpf,
was adopted to specify that funding for
the Red River Basin mediation agree-
ment that is in addition to the
governor’s recommendation, and
funding to mitigate past flood damage
and prevent future flooding at Lake of
the Isles in Minneapolis, must be
reduced by 25 percent from the level
those projects would have received,
with a total appropriation of $16
million.

The Board of Water and Soil Re-
sources (BOWSR) appropriations total
$23.8 million.  By far, the largest
portion of that amount is for RIM
Reserve-habitat, soil conservation and
water quality.

The appropriation for agriculture
totals $21.7 million, with $20 million
for the Rural Finance Authority.

In the category of “Arts,” appropria-
tions amount to $4.5 million, out of
which $3 million goes to the Guthrie
Theatre.  Another $1 million is appro-
priated for the Lanesboro Center for the
Arts and $500,000 for the St. Paul
Children’s Museum Rooftop Garden.

The Department of Human Services
will receive $7.2 million for an upgrade
of the Pexton Bldg., $3 million for asset
preservation, less than $2 million for
system-wide roof repair and $300,000
for a MN Indian Care Youth Alcohol
Treatment Center, totaling $12.471
million.

Two projects totaling $7.135 million
are appropriated for the Department of
Health: $7 million for the Gillette
Children’s Hospital and $135,000 for an
organ donor vehicle.

The Department of Trade and Eco-
nomic Development appropriations
total $51.382 million, with large
portions going to Minnesota Public
Facilities Authority (MPFA) Wastewa-
ter Infrastructure ($18 million) and
MPFA state matching funds ($12.893
million).

Capital improvements in the Correc-
tions category totaled $18.035 million,
including $7.5 million for the Faribault
sewer repair project and $3.4 million to
Lino Lakes H-Building remodeling,
phase III.  An amendment was adopted
to allow the commissioner of correc-
tions to contract with other entities to
rent beds in the Rush City Correctional
Facility at competitive per diem costs.
An amendment was also adopted to
decrease the appropriation for funding
training facility construction grants,
from $6 million to $3 million.  Another
amendment was adopted to address
details concerning the construction of a
$1 million live-fire tactical operations
law enforcement training facility at
Camp Ripley.  Language was changed to
authorize the commissioner of public
safety, rather than the “adjutant gen-
eral” to establish the terms and condi-
tions of civilian use of the facility.
Public Safety is appropriated a total of
$3 million for public safety training
facilities and a small portion for weather
radio expansion.

Other smaller appropriations include
$5.750 million for the Historical
Society, $2 million for Transitional
Housing Loans, $11.7 million for the
Veterans Homes, $25,000 to Veterans
Affairs, $2.625 million to Military
Affairs, $1.110 million for amateur
sports, $1 million to the MN Zoological
Gardens, $2.2 million to the Office of
Environmental Assistance, $3.066 to
MN State Academy in Faribault and
$877,000 to the Perpich Center for Arts
Education.  Cancellations total $29.913
million.

Following the adoption of final
amendments, Berglin thanked commit-
tee members for their extremely hard
work and cooperation.  Knoblach also
thanked the committee and commended
Berglin for her remarkable patience.

Data practices conference

Bills reviewed
The omnibus May 3, 2000 data

practices conference committee,
chaired by Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-
Fridley) and Rep. Mary Liz Holberg (R-
Lakeville), met Tues., May 2, to discuss
differences between the Senate and
House versions of HF 3501.  Betzold
said the bill had passed in the Senate
twice, but added that it would be
difficult to get further Senate approval
with the revisions or deletions made by
the House.

The committee voted to adopt an
amendment that specified sections of
the bill that were identical in both
House and Senate forms, prior to
addressing the unreconciled sections.
One portion of the Senate bill limits the
ability of local governments to make
decisions on the dissemination of
private and confidential data.  A
provision limits the dissemination of
private or confidential data on indi-
viduals to that which is “for the admin-
istration and management of programs
specifically authorized by the Legisla-
ture or mandated by the federal govern-
ment.”

Dennis Nolan, representing Hennepin
County, said he opposed the reference
to limiting local government.  He said
the limitation would result in the delay
or relinquishment of local program
development decisions.  Betzold said the
Information Policy Task Force deter-
mined not to allow local units of
government to make individual deci-
sions about what specific information
should be made public or private.
According to Betzold, allowing local
units of government to make their own
decisions concerning access to public
and private information would override
current state and federal law.  Rep. Phil
Carruthers (DFL-Brooklyn Center) said
current law already specifies standards
for dissemination of private information
and added that the new Senate language
merely confuses the issue.  Carruthers
said the language could be perceived to
mean that units of government would
have to get approval by the Legislature
before administering programs.  No
motions were made concerning the
issue.

Another portion of the bill modifies
provisions to allow actions to compel
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compliance with the Data Practices Act.
Under the Senate proposal, a person
seeking to obtain access to data is
provided civil remedy when denied
legally sanctioned access.  A provision
allows the court to impose a civil
noncompliance penalty of up to $1,000.
Betzold said the amendment, authored
by Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.), offers
a remedy for those denied access to
public information.  Ranum said the
amendment “puts a best practices
scenario into law.”

Anoka Assistant County Attorney
Anthony Palumbo stated that he was on
the Information Policy Task Force.  He
said the real need is for training public
servants in compliance with the law, but
added that the committee should
consider holding off on penalties.
Ranum asked whether Palumbo had ever
called the Dept. of Administration data
practices office to answer specific
questions about whether or not to
provide access to information.  Palumbo
affirmed that he had--and that he did
not get his question answered in a
timely manner, but got a recording
asking that he leave a return number.
Betzold said, “It’s inconceivable to me
that any city clerk would have a prob-
lem knowing that the city council
meeting minutes are public informa-
tion.”  Betzold said he wanted to ensure
accountability.  He said that for years
Senators have heard testimony by
individuals who were denied access to
public information–which in some cases
led to lengthy legal actions.  Attorney
from Woodbury, Don Dame, testified
that he has experienced problems in
gaining access to public information.
He said that he now carries copies of the
law with him, which results in the data
being relinquished.  Dame also said that
“It’s the city attorneys who advise local
clerks and public agents, who violate
the law.”  Sen. David Knutson (R-
Burnsville) cited numerous examples of
non-compliance by local units of
government.

Speaking in favor of the amendment,
Mark Anfinson, representing the
Minnesota Newspaper Association, said
that training is not the solution.  He said
that compliance training is expensive
and complicated by job turnover rates.
However, he said the amendment would
reconcile the psychological imbalance
and impress upon public servants the

importance of understanding and
adhering to compliance law.

Don Gemberling, data practices
director for the Dept. of  Administra-
tion, said he has trained hundreds of
workers and said he thought good
training is needed.  He also said the
Data Practices Act depends upon
having a procedural process in place.

Betzold moved to adopt the compli-
ance remedy portion of the bill and
requested a roll call vote because, he
said, “I think this is an important issue.”
The motion was not adopted.

The committee discussed a Senate
provision that allows all licensees to
designate an alternate address for
licensing activities.  Under the provi-
sion, the designation of an alternate
address–a business or other address--
constitutes consent to service of process
at that address.  Betzold told members
that the provision was intended to
address stalking issues.  Curruthers said
he was concerned that the bill would
prevent the ability to serve process
because it might take several attempts
to locate a person.

Members also considered the expan-
sion of a Washington County pilot
program that allows property owners to
opt-out on lists that include surveys,
marketing and solicitation lists.  Betzold
said  property information is classified
as public information, but added that
owners may request that their names
and other personal information not be
disclosed.

Holberg summarized that the commit-
tee had adopted two portions of the bill
and discussed four of the six issues
under consideration, leaving two to
address at the next meeting.

Data practices bill okayed
The omnibus data practices confer-

ence committee, chaired by Sen. Don
Betzold (DFL-Fridley) and Rep. Mary
Liz Holberg (R-Lakeville), met for its
final Session 2000 conference on Wed.,
May 3.

Don Gemberling, data practices
director for the Department of Adminis-
tration, explained a portion of the bill
that provides enforcement of rights
related to accessing information.  He
said that current language was inserted
about ten years ago in order to address
the issue of how to establish better
compliance practices.  He said that the

courts have interpreted the word
“aggrieved” to mean that a person has
somehow been damaged.  According to
Gemberling, cases have most often
affected individuals seeking disclosure
of private information maintained about
themselves.  He also said that it is
difficult to prove damages in these
cases.  However, House members, in
particular, were concerned that by
deleting the word “aggrieved,” as the
Senate bill did, the remaining language
would encourage individuals to enforce
their rights by legal action.  The word
“aggrieved” clarified, in their view, that
substantial proof is needed to justify
legal action for compliance infractions.
The panel agreed to re-insert “ag-
grieved” and to modify other language
for clarification.   Also, the civil penalty
imposed on government entities for
failure to comply was capped at $300–
reduced from $1,000.

Rep. Phil Carruthers (DFL-Brooklyn
Center) offered an amendment to
specify procedures when applicants for
licenses consent to accept personal
service of process at a location different
from the applicant’s home address.  The
amendment specifies that the licensing
agency must mail a copy of the docu-
ment to the licensee at the last known
residence.  Carruthers said he intended
to remedy the problem of trying to
locate an individual being served, while
still protecting the individual’s private
address from public records.

Sen. David Knutson (DFL-Burnsville)
moved to adopt the House language
concerning the Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) data.  The House lan-
guage was amended into the Senate bill.
Carruthers moved–and the committee
adopted as amended--the final report
from the conference committee.

Education conference

Compromise reached
  After putting in long hours over the

weekend, conferees came to agreement
on spending amounts and policy issues
at the Mon., May 8, omnibus education
conference committee meeting.  Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.) and
Rep. Alice Seagren (R-Bloomington)
chaired the hearing.

Under a deal between the House,
Senate and governor, $525 million in
permanent surplus funds was divided
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into three equal portions.  The Senate
put about $108 million of its $175
million into education.  For FY 2000-01,
the bulk of that money goes towards
staff development, $39 million, special
education cross subsidy revenue,
$29.781 million, and technology
spending for high-speed internet access,
$16.668 million.  The compromise bill
includes a Senate provision that adds $5
per pupil to each district’s operating
capital revenue for telecommunications
access costs.  Other K-12 Senate-
directed appropriations include $5
million for Best Practices seminars,
$1.545 million for sparsity correction
revenue, $1.2 million for regional
library telecommunications aid, $1.2
million for the Willmar Discovery
Magnet School and $1 million for
homeless program matching grants.
Conferees agreed to provisions that help
declining districts by counting 77
percent of current year pupil units and
23 percent of previous year pupil units.
The compromise bill also provides full
funding for current pupil counts which
benefits growing districts.

The higher education portion totals
$2.4 million in Senate-directed perma-
nent funding.  Appropriations include
$250,000 for the farm business program,
$600,000 for the agricultural rapid
response fund, $1.25 million for urban
teacher preparation, $80,000 for the
Cook County higher education project
and $220,000 for the University of
Minnesota-Duluth child care project.
On the family and early childhood
education section of the final bill,
conferees reached a compromise by
providing $33.6 million from Tempo-
rary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF) funds.  The Senate bill origi-
nally provided $42.6 in one-time money
from TANF funds while the House bill
provided $24.8 million.  For FY 2001-
03, the conference committee bill
allocates $8.74 million for transitional
year child care, $6.415 million for basic
sliding fee child care, $9.395 million for
MFIP child care social services, $3.3
million for intensive ESL and citizenship
grants and $5.75 million for transitional
housing.

The conference committee report
contains $77 million in one-time
spending for FY 2000-01.  In the K-12
section, the report earmarks $30.794
million for training and experience

revenue, $21.525 million for one-time
facilities aid, $11.167 million for
secondary vocational funding and $1.2
million for regional library telecommu-
nications aid.  Senate conferees yielded
on an appropriation for metro equity aid
in the Senate bill and adopted the
House position on secondary vocational
spending.  Under higher education,
$11.6 million is appropriated to cover a
MnSCU deficiency.  The family and
early childhood portion contains a
$755,000 appropriation to keep the
early childhood family education
formula at the same level for FY 2001.

Several policy issues were resolved as
well.  Relating to the one-year delay in
mandatory certification requirements
for sign language interpreters contained
in the Senate bill, conferees approved
new language establishing provisional
certificates.  The language specifies that
the commissioner must grant a nonre-
newable, one-year provisional certifi-
cate to individuals who have not
attained a current applicable
transliterator certificate.  During the
one-year provisional period, the
interpreter/transliterator must develop
and implement an education plan in
collaboration with a mentor.  Under the
final bill, graduates of an interpreter/
transliterator program affiliated with an
accredited education institution must
be granted a two-year provisional
certificate by the commissioner and
must also develop and implement an
education plan.

Conferees adopted an amendment,
offered by Senate conferees, to House
language dealing with the intermediate
school districts.  The amendment
requires the intermediate school
districts and the Board of Trustees of
MnSCU to contract with the manage-
ment analysis division of the Depart-
ment of Administration for an analysis
and report to the Legislature, prior to
Feb. 1, 2001, on the educational space
needs of buildings shared by the inter-
mediate school districts and MnSCU.
The report must also recommend
facility arrangements and financing
alternatives for space needed to reallo-
cate programs or services provided by
intermediate school districts.  An oral
amendment was offered by Sen. David
Knutson (R-Burnsville).  The amend-
ment modifies the indefinite extension
of agreements between the intermediate

school districts and MnSCU for the use
of space in the technical colleges
contained in the Senate bill.  Knutson
suggested an extension of agreements
until June 30, 2010.  The oral amend-
ment was adopted.

House conferees agreed to adopt
Senate provisions on notification of
pesticide applications at schools.  The
provisions, known as the Janet B.
Johnson Parents’ Right-to-Know Act,
require schools, by Sept.15 of each
school year, to provide notification of
the estimated schedule of pesticide
application.  The notice may be in-
cluded with other notices provided by
the schools, but must be separately
identified and clearly visible to the
reader.  Additionally, schools must
include in an official school handbook
or policy guide, a section informing
parents that a parent may receive prior
notice of each application if specifically
requested.  A school may request
reimbursement, from individuals
requesting the notification, for the
school’s reasonable cost of providing
the notice.  The provisions also require
the Department of Children, Families
and Learning (CFL) to maintain a list of
pesticides that will enable school
districts to identify whether the district
is using pesticides that are classified as
toxicity I, II or III pesticide products or
as restricted use pesticides under the
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and
Rodentcide Act.  The list must be
available on the CFL web site or as a
prominent link to another state agency’s
web site.

Language on internet access for
students was agreed upon by conference
committee members.  Specifically, all
computers at a school site with access to
the internet available for student use
must be equipped to restrict, by use of
available software filtering technology
or other effective methods, all student
access to material that is reasonably
believed to be obscene or to be child
pornography or material harmful to
minors under federal or state law.  A
school site is not required to purchase
filtering equipment technology if the
school site would incur more than
incidental expense in making the
purchase.  Public libraries must follow
the same guidelines for computers
available for use by children under the
age of 17.  Additionally, public libraries
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that receive state money must prohibit,
through the use of available software
filtering technology or other effective
methods, adult access to material that
under federal or state law is reasonably
believed to be obscene or to be child
pornography.  Libraries are authorized,
under the compromise language, to
remove a person from the library if the
person gains or attempts to gain access
to prohibited materials by intentionally
trying to bypass the filtering technology
or other methods used by the library.

Senate language on charter school
building lease aid review made its way
into the final bill.  According to the
provisions, the Department of CFL must
work with charter school operators and
other interested parties to create
recommendations for appropriate
criteria for charter school building lease
aid and report the findings to the
education committees of the Legislature
by Jan. 15, 2001.

Maximum efforts loans ended up as
part of the final bonding bill and
include $11.166 million for Red Lake,
$7.505 million for Cass Lake, $14.134
million for Caledonia, $7.2 million for
LaPorte and $4 million for Ulen-
Hitterdahl School Districts.  Also
contained in the bonding bill are grants
of $3 million for Grand Meadow and
$4.1 million for Pine Point School
Districts.

A bill originally sponsored by Sen.
Anthony “Tony” Kinkel (DFL-Park
Rapids) survived the conference
committee process.  As a result, for the
2000-01 school year only, a district
must not begin the elementary or
secondary school year prior to Labor
Day.  The conference committee report
contains exceptions for the Mabel-
Canton and Browns Valley School
Districts.

High standards conference

Negotiations continue
Conferees were unable to agree on a

compromise at the high standards
conference committee meeting Thurs.,
Apr. 27.  Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.) and Rep. Robert “Bob”
Ness (R-Dassel) chaired the meeting.
           The hearing began with a discus-
sion of the latest House offer.  Ness said
House conferees tried to incorporate
most of the Senate initiatives into the

offer.  He said the House offer separates
standards from the assessment of
standards.  Ness said the assessments
and accompanying paperwork are
burdening teachers.  Sen. Martha
Robertson (R-Minnetonka) said that
assessment shouldn’t equal paperwork.
She said the confusion comes from not
embedding standards into the curricu-
lum.  Pogemiller said the Senate lan-
guage clearly states that the number and
type of assessments are locally deter-
mined.  He said an assessment is needed
in order to know if a standard has been
met.  Pogemiller said one assessment
could test more than one standard if a
class has more than one standard
embedded in it.  After looking at the
House offer’s language on standards and
assessments, Pogemiller said he didn’t
think the language accomplished what
the House intended the language to do.
Ness agreed to rework the language.

Conferees also had a disagreement
over the use of a rubric.  Pogemiller said
a rubric is a way for the state to deter-
mine if there is consistency in assess-
ment methods across the state.  He said
since districts use different assessment
methods, the department needs a
technical way of comparing assessment
methods.  Rep. Tony Kielkucki (R-
Lester Prairie)  said the problem is that
in grading, part of the grade will always
be subjective because it’s made by an
individual teacher.  He said if the goal is
comparability across the state, there will
be a large margin of error.  Pogemiller
said the purpose of the rubric is to
narrow that margin of error.  “We’ve
been told by education experts that we
need a rubric.  The Profile was designed
by teachers,” he said.  Ness questioned
why there isn’t more ownership by
teachers.  Pogemiller said many schools
are implementing the Profile with little
difficulty.  “What teachers are asking for
is some clarification and tools to help
them (implement the profile),” he said.
Conferees confirmed they don’t want a
statewide curriculum but do want
statewide standards.

Relating to the North Star Standard,
the House offer removes the involve-
ment of teachers from the vote of
whether a district will use the Profile of
Learning or the North Star Standard.
Pogemiller said the Senate is willing to
allow a North Star Standard option
even though the Senate is opposed to it.

But he said Senate conferees want
teachers and administrators to be part of
the voting process.  If a district chooses
the North Star Standard, the House
offer specifies that the district is not
subject to statewide testing require-
ments, but instead must meet assessment
requirements under the North Star
Standard.  Pogemiller said the Senate
supports statewide testing.

After a recess, conferees heard
testimony from several groups.  Jessie
Montano, assistant commissioner of the
Dept. of Children, Families and Learn-
ing, said the department and Governor’s
Office support statewide testing.  Ness
pointed out that private schools and
home schools aren’t subject to statewide
testing.  Montano said it’s important to
have one system of measurement for all
the public school across the state.

Bob Meeks, representing the School
Board Association, said voting should
be done by teachers and school boards.
“People locally will be able to deter-
mine what they want,” he said.  He said
the technology and waiver provisions in
both bills are good.  He urged the
conferees to reach a compromise.  “We
want a bill.  Give us a bill the governor
can sign,” he said.  Kielkucki said the
House has concerns about allowing
teachers to vote.  Meeks said he heard
criticisms that there wasn’t local buy-in
of the Profile.  “We need a total buy-in,
the Senate bill does that,” he said.

Jan Alswager, speaking for Education
Minnesota, said the addition of the
North Star option creates a dilemma.
She said there isn’t enough time for
teachers to prepare for implementation.
“Teachers are concerned another
standards system could be dumped on
their laps next fall,” she said.  She also
mentioned a concern about the voting
by site provisions.  Alswager suggested
as an alternative allowing the commis-
sioner to determine the number of
standards so there is consistency across
the state.  She added that Education
Minnesota doesn’t have a problem with
a lower number of standards.  In re-
sponse to a question about a morato-
rium from Ness, Alswager expressed
support for the hold harmless provi-
sions.  “Our number one concern is to
get a bill.  If we don’t get a bill, teachers
will be extremely frustrated,” she said.

Renee Doyle, representing the Maple
River Education Coalition, said teachers
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shouldn’t be part of the voting process.
She said final authority should rest with
the elected school board.  Doyle said
teachers’ input could be used without
allowing them to vote.  She explained
that under the Senate bill, a school
board could vote for the North Star
Standard but be overridden by the
teachers because if they support the
Profile and no agreement is reached, the
default is the Profile.  Doyle said
requiring statewide testing for students
following the North Star Standard is too
much testing.  She said the norm-
referenced testing under the North Star
Standard is a good way to evaluate
students.

After beginning to go through the
bills side by side and adopt sections,
Pogemiller suggested House conferees
consider a Senate offer.  He said the
offer works off House language.
Pogemiller said he would like to work
off an engrossed copy of the offer in the
future.  He said he has never seen a
situation where conferees can’t agree
what to work off of.  Ness and House
conferees agreed to look at the offer
over the weekend.  Pogemiller said, “We
have offered the North Star Standard
and worked off House language.  We
have done everything we can do.”

Some provisions adopted
The conference committee on the

graduation standards bill, S.F. 3286, met
Mon., May 1, in a continuing effort to
reach a compromise.  Conferees adopted
several provisions before the meeting
was interrupted by a power outage.

The meeting was the first since the
Senate offered a proposal the week
before.  Rep. Bob Ness (R-Dassel), chief
conferee of the House delegation,
responded to the proposal and outlined
the similarities and differences between
the current positions of both sides.

Progress toward a compromise began
when the committee adopted a House
provision establishing the North Star
Standards as an alternative to the
Profile of Learning.  The committee also
adopted the House position that, like its
Senate counterpart, requires an addi-
tional three days in a school year
calendar but, unlike the Senate posi-
tion, makes the use of those three days
for staff development optional.  Follow-
ing that, Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.), chair of the meeting, led

conferees sequentially through the
sections of the Senate proposal and a
vote on the adoption of each one.

The conference adopted a Senate
provision defining the learning areas of
the Profile of Learning that includes
technical and vocational education.
The provision also includes House
language that exempts schools imple-
menting the North Star Standards from
the statewide testing requirements.
Unlike the House version, though, the
adopted provision requires the Dept. of
Children, Families and Learning (CFL)
to report on the assessment process and
student achievement.  Earlier the
conference rejected, by a tie vote, a
Senate amendment to the House
language.  The amendment required an
assessment in each of the required
content standards in all applicable
learning areas for all grade levels.  A
subsequent attempt to adopt the House
language also failed on a tie vote.  The
House version requires assessments in
each learning area without tying the
assessments to content standards.

Moving on, conferees adopted
provisions requiring student transcripts
to record work completed toward
content standards; authorizing school
boards or charter schools to waive
content standards for students entering
the ninth grade before the 2000-2001
school year; allowing districts, area
learning centers and charter schools to
provide alternative ways for students to
complete content standards; requiring
the CFL to maintain a library of re-
sources for use by teachers to assess
student achievement; authorizing the
CFL to recommend recordkeeping
software; authorizing statewide testing
and reporting of results; providing for
the determination of academic achieve-
ment levels; authorizing the establish-
ment of a best practices network;
requiring the CFL to make recommen-
dations for technical and vocational
training; and requiring an outside
evaluation of the state’s graduation
standards.

A major sticking point that remained
unresolved is how each district, area
learning center school site or charter
school decides which graduation
standard will be used.  The Senate
proposal authorizes the decision to be
made by a majority vote of all licensed
teachers and administrators at each site

and by a majority vote of the school
board for school districts and area
learning centers.  The Senate proposes
using the same mechanism to decide
how many content standards will be
adopted by each school site, area
learning center or charter school.  That
issue remains unresolved as well.

The conference also discussed, but did
not adopt, a provision allowing students
to meet content standard requirements
by taking post-secondary enrollment
options (PSEO) courses.  House confer-
ees were concerned about school
districts having to issue waivers from
content standard requirements to
students who take PSEO courses and
how to certify that PSEO courses fulfill
content standard requirements.

The conferees also spent time debat-
ing the use of the word “grading” versus
the word “scoring” of assessments in
several provisions.  The House delega-
tion was concerned about how local
grading systems that use letter grades
would correspond with a numerical
grading system used by the state.  No
resolution of the issue was reached.

Progress halted when a power outage
forced conferees to end the meeting.

Tax conference

Resolution neared
Members of the tax conference

committee met Sat., May 6, to resolve
issues outside the budget agreement
reached by House and Senate leader-
ship.  The budget agreement provides
for $175 million to be used by the
House of Representative, $175 million
to be used by the Senate and $175 to be
used by the governor for a combination
of tax reductions and spending.

The tax conferees, chaired by Rep.
Ron Abrams (R-Minnetonka) and Sen.
Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower) adopted
a proposal, offered by the House, that
included a number of items that were
identical or upon which both sides
agreed and that fell within the House’s
$175 million permanent revenue
provisions.  In addition, the proposal
contained a number of issues that both
sides agreed to drop from the final
conference committee report.  The
panel also adopted the broad outlines of
the sales tax rebate proposal.  However,
final dollar figures remained to be
determined.
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Among the items both House and
Senate members agreed to drop were
provisions specifying that seasonal
recreational property be valued at 50
percent for referendum market value,
the local government aid for small cities
provision in the Senate bill, the House
provisions regarding levy limits and
associated issues, the Truth in Taxation
provisions in the Senate bill, the House
provisions regarding the taconite
production tax freeze and a Senate
provision regarding commercial domi-
cile.  Two issues were dropped because
of concern that the issues do not meet
the single subject criteria for legisla-
tion–gray market and import cigarette
provisions and platting fees provisions.

The panel did adopt provisions
relating to an income tax re-engineering
study and pilot study, an electronic
check-off study, and a study of forest
land.  In addition, the committee
adopted provisions relating to the
exemption of property held for eco-
nomic development and specified that
the exemption is for 15 years for non-
metropolitan counties and cities of
5,000 or less in population.  A compro-
mise relating to certificate of real estate
value worked out between the Dept. of
Revenue and the Minnesota Bar Asso-
ciation was also adopted.  Other issues
that were accepted for inclusion in the
final bill included provisions specifying
the treatment of storage sheds, decks
and other additions to manufactured
houses, a Senate provision relating to
the Middle Mississippi River watershed,
provisions relating to mistakenly billed
property taxes, a House provision
relating to Lincoln County aid to be
funded out of the existing county
criminal justice aid appropriation,
provisions granting additional local
government aid for the cities of
Kelliher, Darwin, St. Augusta and St.
Cloud, a provision specifying a two year
delay for the date when 4d aid is rolled
into local government aid, a provision
regarding a Robbinsdale special levy
necessitated by the construction work
on Highway 100, a Senate provision
relating to county road and bridge levy,
a House provision relating to aircraft
sales to non-residents, a provision
containing a definition of capital
improvement for the St. Louis County
Heritage and Arts Center with a sunset
on authority of July 1, 2002, and a

provision detailing the treatment of
contiguous commercial industrial
property.  Finally, members also
adopted an agreement regarding farm
homestead rules.

The sales tax rebate plan agreed to by
the panel contains provisions relating to
both the 1999 rebate and the proposed
rebate for 2000.  The plan extends the
time for filing–until June 15, 2000–for
the 1999 rebate and specifies that
individuals who filed a 1997 income tax
return with at least $1 of liability or file
a claim for the 1997 property tax rebate
receive the amount they would have
been eligible for under the 1999 rebate
table.  In addition, non-residents who
submit 1997 sales tax receipts by June
15 will be eligible for a percentage of
1997 sales tax paid.

For the 2000 tax rebate, the plan
provides that the recipients will be
basically analogous to the 1999 rebate
plan.  In addition, though, the rebate is
extended to social security and railroad
retirement recipients and individuals
who filed a 1998 income tax return in
order to claim a refundable credit such
as the working family credit, the
dependent care credit or the education
credit.  The plan also provides that
people over the age of 18 claimed as
dependents on other returns receive 35
percent of the amount shown on the
table for single filers based on their
income.  Part-year residents also receive
a rebate under the plan, based on the
percentage of income attributable to
Minnesota.  Non-residents who submit
1998 sales tax receipts by Nov. 30 of
this year are eligible for a percentage of
the sales tax paid.

The proposal that members adopted
did not have a schedule because the
final amount allocated for the rebate
had not been determined.  However, the
plan provides that the rebate will follow
the structure of and be in proportion to
the schedules in both the House and
Senate bills.

Agreement reached
The conference committee on the

omnibus tax bill, H.F. 4127, adopted a
House proposal making an annual total
of $224.4 million worth of permanent
income tax rate cuts at the Mon., May 8,
meeting.  The proposal uses all of the
House’s $175 million share of the three-
way budget agreement between the

Senate, House and governor.  Conferees
then wrapped up their negotiations and
reported the compromise agreement
back to both Legislative bodies for final
passage.

According to a handout distributed at
the meeting, the proposal authorizes a
total of $229.3 million in permanent
individual income tax and corporate
franchise tax cuts in FY 2001.  Under
the agreement, the bottom individual
income tax rate is reduced by 0.15
percent to 5.35 percent, the middle
bracket rate reduced by 0.20 percent to
7.05 percent, and the upper tax rate
reduced by 0.15 percent to 7.85 per-
cent.  In addition, the alternative
minimum tax is set at 6.4 percent.

The proposal also authorizes an
increase in the working family credit of
$11.8 million in FY 2001 with $9.87
million of the credit funded through a
transfer from the temporary aid to needy
families (TANF) fund.  Other tax cuts
in FY ‘01 include $290,000 for the
ethanol production credit; $1.7 million
for the marriage penalty credit;
$153,000 for the long-term care credit;
$1.29 million for the transit pass
employer credit; $150,000 for modifica-
tions to provisions providing credit for
taxes paid to other states; and $600,000
to modify rules assigning income for
non-resident employees.

Other provisions of the House
proposal reduce the lawful gambling tax
rates and refund lawful gambling taxes
paid on raffles for victims of illness,
crime or accidents.  The rate reductions
yield revenue decreases in FY ‘01 of
$3.1 million and $10,000 respectively.

The measure also provides permanent
relief from the sales and use tax.  Ex-
emptions in the bill from the sales and
use tax and the projected reductions in
state revenue are as follows: nursery
equipment by redefining it as farm
machinery, $680,000; snow-making
equipment at ski resorts, $210,000;
maple syrup production equipment,
$11,000; patent drawings and diagrams,
$121,000; motor vehicles given as gifts
by individuals, $240,000; purchases of
large vans and busses for charitable uses,
$1.3 million; poultry feed, $22,000;
cemetery maintenance expenses,
$19,000; construction materials for pork
and meat processing facilities, $63,000;
and state agency libraries, $26,000.  The
total of sales tax exemptions in FY 2001
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is $2.792 million.
In the area of property taxes, the

accord provides $20,000 in relief by
extending homestead status to family
farm corporations and partnerships.
The bill also authorizes a $50,000
expenditure for the Dept. of Revenue to
study the taxation of forest lands.  In the
future, the bill authorizes a continuation
of the extension of the homestead status
along with an exemption from the
personal property tax for electric
peaking facility equipment and an
increase in payments to counties for
court costs.  Overall, the bill authorizes
$235.2 million in tax relief for the next
fiscal year.

Much of the text of the agreement
remained to be written.  Rep. Ron
Abrams (R-Minnetonka), chair of the
meeting, said one provision still to be
drafted related to housing relocation in
Richfield to accommodate a new runway
at the Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport.  He
said the conferees will try to make
available up to $5 million for that
purpose under very stringent conditions.
Abrams said he has been concerned
about misuse of tax increment financing
(TIF) by the city of Richfield.  Abrams
added that he shares the concern of Sen.
Dave Johnson (DFL-Bloomington), who
brought the issue to the Legislature, that
the bill take care of people in need.
Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower),
chief Senate conferee, said that when
the bill is drafted, it will meet the
purpose spelled out by Abrams.  Dou-
glas Johnson also said that if the con-
solidated conservation (“con-con”) bill
doesn’t survive, there is language in the
tax bill to make the program functional.

Earlier, Abrams said it was discovered
that a provision relating to limited
market value adopted by the conference
the previous Saturday had a small cost.
The conference adopted his motion to
reconsider the limited market value
provision, whereupon he withdrew it.

Abrams said that with the miscella-
neous provisions in the House proposal
there was an attempt to show sensitivity
to local issues.

Transportation conference

Agreement reached
On Mon., May 8, members of the

Transportation Conference Committee
reached an agreement on the H.F. 2891,

the omnibus transportation bill.  The
committee, co-chaired by Sen. Dean
Johnson (DFL-Willmar) and Rep. Carol
Molnau (R-Chaska), approved
$596.081 million in appropriations.
Included in the total spending was
$566.551 million for the Minnesota
Department of Transportation (Mn/
DOT), $20 million for the Metropolitan
Council, $119,000 for the Department
of Public Safety (DPS), and $750,000
for the Department of Trade and
Economic Development (DTED).

“Mn/DOT will have $177 million for
both inter-regional corridors outside of
the seven-county Metro Area and
bottleneck reduction in the Metro
Area,” said Johnson.  He added that the
funds will increase highway construction
by 25 percent and replace or repair over
six hundred bridges.  Mn/DOT Commis-
sioner Elwyn Tinklenberg said that
expansion of the Wakota Bridge will be
part of the bottleneck reduction.

The committee also approved cancel-
lation of $1.125 million for a training
facility at Camp Ripley and $514,000
for the Dilworth truck station.  House
language canceling $4.15 million for
light rail transit (LRT) was not adopted
into the final bill.

Policy measures in the bill include a
major projects commission with review
and oversight duties, authority for Mn/
DOT to approve supplemental agree-
ments, and a provision revoking licenses
of those who issue bad checks to deputy
registrars until full payment is made.
Currently, Johnson said, deputy regis-
trars have no recourse for bad checks.

The bill also requires Mn/DOT to turn
off ramp meters to conduct a study on
their effectiveness.  Study findings
regarding safety and traffic flow must be
reported to the Legislature by Feb. 1,
2001.

Although Johnson called the bill
“balanced throughout the state of
Minnesota,” Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St.
Paul) did not agree.  “This is not a
balanced package,” Kelly said.  Mem-
bers deliberated over a balance between
rural and metro funding, discussing
transit appropriations and LRT provi-
sions.

Kelly said that of the total transit and
road funds in the omnibus bill, only 4.2
percent are earmarked for transit.  Also,
said Kelly, only 6.2 percent of the total
transit and road funds in FY 2000 and

FY 2001 are dedicated to transit.  Kelly
said that, given population distribu-
tions, a 25 percent fund dedication to
transit would be a balanced figure.  Jim
Solem, of the Metropolitan Council,
said that the proposed level of funding
will not allow transit expansions to
accommodate the estimated 600,000
people moving to the Metro Area by
2020.  “We are going to have more
funding for transit or we are not going to
have a transportation bill,” Kelly said.

Kelly offered an amendment appropri-
ating an additional $1.3 million to
transitways, bringing the total appro-
priation to $6.3 million.  The additional
funding is composed of $1 million from
local bridge assistance, $150,000 from
DM&E mitigation projects, and
$150,000 for Greater Minnesota transit
capital.  Members adopted the amend-
ment on a voice vote.

Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls.) and
Rep. Bernie Lieder (DFL-Crookston)
voiced objection to a provision in the
bill relating to an appeal board for
additional LRT corridors.  The provi-
sion states that appeal boards of three
members will be created to resolve local
government disapproval of corridor
designs.  The board will consist of an
appointee of the governor, an appointee
of the local government, and a third
member appointed by the first two
appointees.

Flynn said that an existing provision
requires Mn/DOT to submit design
plans to local governments for approval,
and adopting the provision in the bill
“creates a potential for confusion and
law suits.”

Al Vogel, of Mn/DOT, agreed that the
provision will cause confusion.  Tim
Workie, also of Mn/DOT, said that an
appeal board for highway construction
similar to the board in the bill is rarely
utilized due to its cumbersome imple-
mentation.  “A design /selection process
is much more favorable than an appeal
board,” Workie said.

“I do not see any other purpose [for
the board] other than that opponents [of
LRT] keep losing,” Flynn said.  Members
adopted an amendment, offered by
Flynn, deleting the appeal board.
Members also adopted a second amend-
ment, offered by Flynn, stating that
restrictions on LRT spending do not
affect federal funds earmarked for LRT
purposes in the 2001-2003 transporta-
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tion improvement program.
In other action, the committee

adopted an amendment offered by Sen.
Mark Ourada (R-Buffalo).  The amend-
ment requires a report by the Depart-
ment of Finance and the Attorney
General’s Office be submitted to the
Legislature on the use of trunk highway
funds in biennial budget proposals.  The
amendment also identifies items and
programs that do not further a highway
purpose, such as the Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension laboratory and tort
claims.

The committee sent the bill to the
floors of both legislative bodies with a
recommendation to pass.

Monday, May 1

Conference reports passed
“I ask for your support” said Sen.

Dave Knutson (R-Burnsville) Tue., May
1, to members regarding a vote to adopt
the conference committee report on S.F.
3016.  To maintain federal funds, the
bill modifies Minnesota statutes to
comply with federal requirements
concerning child support enforcement
provisions, and clarifies delegations of
authority in child support cases.
Knutson said that the conference
committee also adopted Senate lan-
guage defining “obligor” as someone
who is in arrears for three months of
court-ordered child support.

The conference committee report was
adopted and the bill re-passed on a vote
of 60 to 0.

Members then addressed the confer-
ence committee report on S.F. 3160, a
bill, sponsored by Sen. Thomas Neuville
(R-Northfield), that reintroduces the
ignition interlock device pilot program.
The interlock devices, Neuville ex-
plained, prohibit a vehicle from being
started unless the driver’s blood alcohol
concentration is below a set standard.
The device then reports how many
attempts were made to start the vehicle
and the driver’s blood alcohol concen-
tration at the time.  Under the bill,
individuals who have had their licenses
revoked for alcohol related purposes
may participate in an interlock program
from Oct. 1, 2000 until Dec. 31, 2001.
The program will be evaluated for
continuation on Feb. 1, 2002.

Other provisions in the bill combine
the regulation of public and private

driver education programs under the
Department of Public Safety, allow
drivers’ licenses to be renewed within
five years after expiration, and desig-
nate an Eden Prairie bridge as the Diana
L. Koski Memorial Bridge.  Neuville
explained that a Lutheran congregation
requested the bridge dedication to
remember a 10 year old girl who was
killed on the structure.  Members
adopted the conference committee
report and re-passed the bill on a vote
of 61 to 0.

“On some Minnesota lakes, fishing
contests have become so popular that
non-participants have had a hard time
using the lakes,” said Sen. Dennis
Frederickson (R-New Ulm) when
discussing S.F. 3100.  Under the bill, the
size and number of fishing contests are
limited according to the size of the body
of water.  Also in the bill, the number of
locations that can be designated as
experimental waters, lakes and streams
where special regulations are used to
meet a fisheries objective, are no longer
limited.

After members adopted an amend-
ment offered by Frederickson reinforc-
ing a preference for long held fishing
contests over new events, discussion
took place over an amendment offered
by Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower).
Johnson’s amendment appropriates
$227,000 to Lake County, $430,000 to
Cook County, and $802,000 to St. Louis
County for emergency response equip-
ment and emergency planning to
respond to potential wildfires.  St. Louis
County must use a portion of the grant
to purchase a radio warning system that
can be used by all of the counties
mentioned, Johnson said.

On July 4, 1999, hundreds of acres of
trees were blown down in the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area, creating a situation
that Sen. Gary Laidig (R-Stillwater) said
“will make Yellowstone look like a
grassfire.”  Language identical to the
amendment has been through commit-
tees, passed the Senate, and is included
in the omnibus appropriations bill,”
Johnson said.  He told the Senate about
the urgency for these funds and voiced
his concerns about passage of the
omnibus appropriation bill, which will
not be enacted if the Senate and House
cannot reach spending agreements.
Johnson told members that the Smokey
the Bear sign near his home warns that

no open fires are permitted because of
current dry conditions.  “This should
have been passed two months ago,”
Johnson said.

“I believe we need to give this
legislation more flexibility for enact-
ment, ” said Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-
Erskine).  Members adopted the amend-
ment.

Sen. Bob Lessard offered an amend-
ment allowing smokechasers employed
part-time to apply for unemployment.
Lessard told members that a bill with
identical language passed one month
earlier.  The committee adopted the
amendment and the bill as amended was
approved on a vote of 60 to 0.

Lessard then made a motion to bring
S.F. 3173 from the Committee on State
Government Finance to the Senate
floor.  The bill proposes a constitutional
amendment to dedicate one eighth of a
percent of sales taxes, about $75
million, to natural resources.  Lessard
said he was concerned about the session
coming to an end without passage of the
bill.

Moe asked members to vote against
moving the bill from State Government
Finance, saying that the Legislature is
working with fixed budget resources.
“This amendment has an annual cost of
$110-120 million,” he said, “requiring
the Legislature to go back into the
spending bill and make an adjustment
on the refund or expense side to com-
pensate.”  Moe said that the Senate has
already approved a lottery in lieu of tax,
license fee increases, and $120 million
of bonding projects for natural re-
sources.   “The House has suggested
nothing for natural resources,” Moe said
to Lessard.  Moe recommended against
budgeting by the constitutional appro-
priations, because he said doing so does
not allow for emergencies.

The motion failed on a vote of 25 to
37.

Thursday, May 4

Farm bill passed
A lively debate ensued during the

Thurs., May 4,  Floor Session, concern-
ing a corporate and partnership farm
bill, S.F.3031, which was placed on
Special Orders.  Authored by Sen. Steve
Murphy (DFL-Red Wing), the bill
defines corporate and partnership farm
distributions, transfers and restrictions.
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With only thirty-five minutes remaining in Tuesday’s marathon floor session, a lone spectator sits in the west gallery of the
Senate Chamber.

Following an overview by Murphy,
Sen. Charles Berg (IND-Chokio) offered
an amendment to allow farmers the
option of forming limited liability
companies (LLC’s).  He said the
amended companion bill had passed in
the House by a wide margin.  According
to Berg, the limited liability status
would benefit smaller farmers by
allowing them tax advantages and a
liability “safety net” to enable them to
better compete with larger agricultural
operations.

In answer to opposition from members
who expressed concern about the
growing number of corporate farm
operations and the diminishing number
of small family farms, Berg said,  “There
is no such thing as a limited liability

corporation, it’s a limited liability
company” that the amendment pro-
poses.  He said that if the amendment is
adopted, the number of farm corpora-
tions would actually decrease because
farmers typically incorporate for the
liability advantage it provides.  Berg
emphasized that farmers in all other
states already have the option of
forming limited liability companies,
which decreases some of the business
risks involved in a  risk-laden occupa-
tion.  According to Berg, LLC’s are
especially useful for single-owner
farming operations because they do not
require extra tax return filings or extra
payroll compliance.  LLC’s  are superior
to S corporation requirements upon
termination and they facilitate inter-

generation transfer of farm assets to
family members, according to Berg.

Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)
said he was not in favor of the bill
because it did not encourage the most
effective stewardship of natural re-
sources and because shareholders need
not belong to the community in which
the LLC is located.  Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-Staples) said that there are
established legal remedies for entities
that pollute, whether they are large
corporations or small farms.

  Berg’s amendment also requires that
land in an LLC must be used for farming
purposes, must not be owned in full or in
part by corporations or existing LLC’s,
requires that at least one of the related
persons is residing on or actively

Photo by David J. Oakes.
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operating the farm and limits ownership
interests to “persons or spouses of
persons related to each other within the
third degree of kindred, according to
the rules of civil law.”  Berg said the
residence requirement helps to keep
family farms intact and helps to ensure
that positive stewardship practices are
maintained.  The amendment also limits
membership in a LLC to no more than
five members and requires that revenue
from rent, royalties, dividends, interest
and annuities not exceed 20 percent of
gross receipts.  Other provisions include
the requirement that members holding
51 percent or more of both the gover-
nance rights and financial rights must
reside on the farm, or be actively
engaged in farming.

Sen. Steve Dille (R-Dassel) said he
strongly urged members to vote in favor
of the amendment because it represents
“smart business.”  Dille said that bankers
and insurance agents and other indi-
viduals are granted the right to form
limited liability partnerships to protect
their interests--and that it’s unfair to
single out farmers.

  Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-
New Hope) moved to amend the Berg
amendment by specifying that a member
of a family farm LLC may not transfer a
membership interest, including financial
interest to a person who is not otherwise
eligible to be a member.  Junge asked
members to consider her strong environ-
mental record. She said she would not
favor a bill that would jeopardize the
environment, and that following careful
consideration, she is convinced that the
bill would be favorable for family farms
and the environment.

Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.)
presented a handout showing an analysis
of corporate farm law changes made
historically.  She said that the stability
of communities is a huge concern and
stated that there is an impact in having
large corporations here in Minnesota
with economic impacts somewhere else.

Sen. Kenric Scheevel  (R-Preston)
asked members to compare the lists of
those organizations supporting the bill
and those not in support, and to con-
sider which list represents those who are
in the business of farming.

Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine) said, “I
believe that the way to help farmers is
to pay them more money for what they
produce.”

Sen. Dean Johnson (R-Willmar) said,
“I think what’s keeping up opposition to
the bill has to do with fears about
environmental degradation,” adding, “I
don’t think anyone here wants to keep
good management tools out of the hands
of farmers.”  Berg’s amendment was
adopted and final passage of the bill was
granted on a 37-26 vote.

S.F. 3095, a bill related to occupa-
tional safety and providing that the next
of kin of a deceased employee can
participate in procedures related to
citations, was also placed on Special
Orders and considered.  Sen. Mark
Ourada (R-Buffalo) presented an
overview of the bill, citing the example
of a young person killed while on the
job. Ourada said that the family was
given $4,200 in compensation , which
did not even cover the funeral costs.  He
said there are often cases involving
employer negligence, where compensa-
tion is minimal. The bill removes the
cap of $23,000 on penalties to employ-
ers, and also rates violations.  Ourada
offered an amendment to cap violations
at $70,000 in instances of violation if an
employer has fewer than 100 employees,
or not to exceed $140,000 for each
violation if the employer has 100 or
more employees.

Sen. Linda Runbeck (R-Circle Pines)
offered an oral amendment to the
Ourada amendment to decrease the
number of employees allowed in order
for an employer to qualify for a reduced
fine in cases of OSHA violations.  The
amendment changes the cut-off from
100 to 50 employees.  The amendment
was adopted.  The bill was laid on the
table.

Members reconsidered S.F. 3557, the
final item on Special Orders for the day.
The bill involves technical corrections
to the governmental operations budget
bill, according to Moe.  Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd) moved to
amend various “technical
mistakes”related to state government
provisions and appropriations.  The bill,
as amended, passed unanimously.

Sen. David Knutson (R-Burnsville)
moved that SF. 2845, a bill that in-
creases penalties for  those who use false
I.D.’s, be taken from the table.  Follow-
ing concurrence, Knutson then moved
that  the previous vote on the bill be
reconsidered--and that the conference
committee report that had been

adopted also be re-considered, all of
which prevailed.  Finally, Knutson’s
request to re-refer the bill to the
conference committee for further
consideration also prevailed.

SF. 3036, a DNR enforcement bill
including provisions for seizure and
administrative forfeiture of firearms and
abandoned property was also reconsid-
ered following the adoption of the
conference committee report and re-
referred to the conference committee.
Both bills were sent back to conference
committees because the other body
rejected the conference committee
reports.

A conference committee report on SF.
3028, a bill related to rights for vulner-
able adults, was also considered. The
bill, sponsored by Sen. Allan Spear
(DFL-Mpls), was repassed as amended.

The Senate also gave final passage to
S.F. 849.  The bill, sponsored by Sen.
Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton)
modifies the authority to expand or
upgrade minor use airports.  An amend-
ment by Dave Johnson (DFL-
Bloomington), specifies details concern-
ing impact reports, mitigation plans and
related issues.  The amendment was
adopted and the bill was passed on a
unanimous vote.

Tuesday, May 9

Elk preserves debated
The first portion of what turned into a

marathon 21 hour floor session, Tues.,
May 9, began with the consideration of
a variety of conference committee
reports and bills on Special Orders.  One
of the first conference committee
reports, S.F. 1288, sparked considerable
debate.

The measure, sponsored by Sen. Bob
Lessard (DFL-Int’l. Falls), contains
numerous changes to hunting and
fishing provisions.  Lessard said about
three-quarters of the bill contained
language passed in the Senate last year.
The measure makes changes in the Take
a Kid Fishing Weekend provisions,
exempts trappers from blaze orange
requirements, provides that the commis-
sioner may conduct a separate selection
for up to 20 percent of the moose
licenses to be issued for an area, makes
changes in provisions outlining the
requirements for fishing contests,  sets
forth requirements for hunting by
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persons with mental retardation, sets a
$66 fee for a license to take antlered
deer during any season statewide,
authorizes the use of lighted artificial
lures with hooks attached and provides
$200,000 for an inventory of state
owned land in the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area.  However, debate on the
conference report centered on a provi-
sion detailing the taking of elk on
hunting preserves.
Lessard said that Senate conferees were
successful in dropping Red Deer from
the hunting preserve portion of the bill
and that the measure allows for 10
shooting preserves in the state.  Oppo-
nents, though, said that the taking of
deer on hunting preserves eliminated
fairness from the hunting endeavor.
Sen. Charles Berg (IND-Chokio)
responded that the preserves were large
and that the bill did not represent
“shooting a penned animal.”  Sen.
Dennis Frederickson (R-New Ulm) said
that the maximum size of the preserves
is 960 acres and that some preserves
could be as small as 320 acres.  Sen.
Claire Robling (R-Prior Lake) ques-
tioned whether local units of govern-
ment could regulate shooting hours.
Lessard responded that nothing in the
measure prohibits local units of govern-
ment from enacting ordinances concern-
ing hunting preserves.
Members rejected the conference report
on a 27-37 roll call vote.  Robling
moved to reconsider the bill.  She said
that other portions of the bill were
important and that the measure should
be returned to conference.  The motion
was adopted and the bill was sent back
to conference committee.  Later in the
day, the measure again came before the
Senate.  Lessard said that the provisions
dealing with taking elk on hunting
preserves were deleted by the conferees.
The bill was then repassed.

Three bills relating to consumer
privacy were considered on Special
Orders and given final passage.  S.F.
1716, authored by Sen. Steve Kelley
(DFL-Hopkins), regulates the use and
dissemination of personally identifiable
information on consumers by interac-
tive services providers.  In addition the
bill prohibits false or misleading
commercial e-mail messages.  Kelley
said that the bill operates on an “opt-in”
basis that provides that identifiable
information about the consumer must

not be disclosed without the consumers
consent.  In addition, the bill provides
for civil remedies.  S.F. 3038,  also
sponsored by Kelley, provides for the
privacy of telecommunications cus-
tomer information and requires consent
for disclosure of customer information.
Kelley said the “opt-in” provision means
that customer information may not be
disclosed unless the customer provides
consent.  The third consumer privacy
bill, S.F. 3000, provides for consumers’
right to the privacy, confidentiality, and
secrecy of their financial records.  The
measure, sponsored by Sen. Anthony
“Tony” Kinkel (DFL-Park Rapids), also
requires consumers’ consent for the
exchange or disclosure of their financial
records and prohibits the obtaining of
information from consumers under false
pretenses.  Kinkel said the bill also
prohibits requiring consent as a condi-
tion of doing business with a financial
institution.  The bill also specifies that if
a credit card is used voluntarily for
check identification purposes only the
type and issuer of the card and the
expiration date may be recorded.   Sen.
Edward Oliver (R-Deephaven) offered
an amendment to change the “opt-in”
consumer consent portion of the bill
into an “opt-out” provision.  Kinkel
argued strongly against the amendment
and said, “The ‘opt-in’ section is the
heart and soul of the bill.”  The amend-
ment failed to be adopted.  Sen. Warren
Limmer (R-Maple Grove) offered an
amendment, which was adopted,
specifying the information that may be
reported in financial transactions with
credit cards.  All three measures were
granted final passage.

The Senate also adopted the confer-
ence committee report on the omnibus
data practices bill.  The measure, H.F.
3501, sponsored by Sen. Don Betzold
(DFL-Fridley), makes numerous changes
to provisions relating to the classifica-
tion of government data.

A number of other conference
committee reports were adopted and
repassed during the first few hours of the
day’s session. S.F. 11, authored by
Betzold, extends the statute of limita-
tions, from two to six years,  for actions
based upon domestic abuse.  S.F. 3036,
authored by Sen. Dave Johnson (DFL-
Bloomington), provides for seizure and
administrative forfeiture of firearms and
abandoned property by conservation

officers and modifies the definition of
peace officer.

S.F. 3234, sponsored by Sen. John
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato), grants
authority  to legislative committees to
object to administrative rules.
Hottinger said the conference report
also creates a rules task force that is to
investigate ways to encourage compli-
ance with state policy without promul-
gating rules.  The measure, Hottinger
said, is another step in having the
Legislature exercise its oversight
responsibility and give input to the
administrative rules process. S.F. 2845,
authored by Sen. David Knutson (R-
Burnsville), increases penalties for the
purchase or attempt to purchase alcohol
or tobacco by underage persons using
false identification. Knutson said the
conference report made two changes to
the bill that left the Senate.  The first
change is an increased penalty for a
second time offender who is 18, 19 or 20
years of age.  The second change
lessened the impact for those who are
selling the products.

Members also approved and repassed
the conference committee report on the
omnibus pension bill.  Chief author,
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.),
said the bill, S.F. 2796 is substantially
the same as the measure that left the
Senate except that a provision for a
post-retirement health benefit using
excess funds was dropped.  H.F. 2826,
the conference report on various
election law changes, sponsored by Sen.
Cal Larson (R-Fergus Falls), was also
adopted and repassed.  Finally, members
adopted and repassed the conference
report on H.F. 3534.  The measure,
sponsored by Frederickson, changes
requirements and procedures for
agricultural contracts and specifies that
the contracts must be written in easily
understood language.

One additional measure was given
final passage on Special Orders.  H.F.
2489, sponsored by Sen. Linda Higgins
(DFL-Mpls.), authorizes local units of
government to require purchasers of
impounded bicycles to register them as
a condition of sale.

Transportation bill discussed
“This is the largest funding bill in

Minnesota history for a non-budget
year,” said Sen. Dean Johnson (DFL-
Willmar) when introducing H.F. 2891,
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the omnibus transportation bill.
Johnson said that $596.081 million will
be appropriated for transportation
“without raising any taxes.”  Johnson
described the bill as a balanced pack-
age.

Under the bill, Metro Area bottle-
neck and inter-regional corridor
projects outside the seven county Metro
Area each receive $177 million, $39
million to either replace or repair six
hundred local bridges, and $30 million
is earmarked for county roads and
municipal streets.  Johnson reiterated
the Minnesota Department of Transpor-
tation (Mn/DOT) Commissioner Elwyn
Tinklenberg’s statement that expansion
of the Wakota bridge will be a bottle-
neck reduction project.

Other appropriations include a $15
million grant to the Department of
Trade and Economic Development’s
revolving loan funds, $10.35 million for
a State Patrol headquarters in St. Cloud
and $8.724 million for a headquarters in
Detroit Lakes, $5 million for a regional
transportation management center, $2
million for port development assistance,
and $872,000 for Greater Minnesota
transit capital.

“For those with transit concerns,” said
Johnson, “the bill dedicates $25 million
to transit.”  He said that the bonding
bill includes an additional $44 million
for a dedicated busway.

Johnson said that policy provisions in
the bill include the authority for Mn/
DOT to approve supplemental agree-
ments, a requirement that contractors
be paid by Mn/DOT in 30 days, the
authority for the Department of Public
Safety (DPS) to suspend vehicle licenses
paid for by a dishonored check to a
deputy registrar, and the formation of a
major transportation projects commis-
sion.

The major transportation projects
commission, which will review and
comment on proposed major projects,
will be composed of nineteen members,
Johnson said.  The members will include
the governor, four citizens appointed by
the governor, seven Senators, and seven
Representatives.  Projects addressed by
the commission must involve Mn/DOT,
have a total cost of more than $5
million, be a critical element of the
regional and state transportation
system, and have a completed environ-
mental impact statement.  Johnson said

that the commission will not approve
projects.

Other Senators expressed disagree-
ment with Johnson’s labeling of the
package as balanced.  Sen. Sandra
Pappas (DFL-St. Paul) said that transit
funding seems inadequate compared to
the two appropriations of $177 million
for roads.  “The figure,” she said,
“reminds us of how expensive it is to
build roads.”  Pappas added that
Metropolitan bonds for transit are paid
for by Metropolitan property tax payers,
not the state.  “I do not know that
House conferees will agree to that,” she
said.

Johnson said that last year funding for
highways and bridges was vetoed by the
governor.  “A balanced approach is a
25/ 75 percent split,” Johnson said.
“Though this bill does not provide 25
percent of total funding for transit, the
aggregate whole [between the two years]
does.”

“There have been a few years when
Metro communities have gotten very
little for transit,” said Sen. Jane Ranum
(DFL-Mpls.)  “For us to be elated with
this offer is asking quite a bit,” she said.
Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls.) added
that last year roads received $3 billion
in funding.  “What was unique about
last year was an appropriation of $60
million for Light Rail Transit (LRT),”
Flynn said, “which has become a bone of
contention for others.”

Flynn said that road funding is
derived from gas taxes (27 percent),
license tab fees (27 percent), and
property taxes (46 percent).  “We are
subsidizing roads and bridges” she said.
Flynn continued by saying that with
600,000 people expected to move into
the Metro Area in the near future,
alterative means of transportation will
be useful.

The bill was laid over for further
discussion.

Members then took up discussion on
S.F.1288, sponsored by Sen. Bob Lessard
(DFL-Int’l. Falls), as it returned from
conference committee.  Under the bill,
20 percent of moose hunting licenses
must be reserved for individuals who
have previously applied at least ten
times for the license and never had one
issued, trappers and those hunting by
falconry are exempted from wearing
blaze orange, allows persons with mental
retardation to receive a hunting license

with an instructor’s approval, and
$200,000 is appropriated to the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, Duluth for a state
land inventory.  Lessard said that except
for the removal of language concerning
elk hunting, the bill was identical to
that passed out of the Senate.  The bill
was swiftly repassed on a vote of 60 to 0.

Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-Egan)
brought S.F.2933 to the floor for final
consideration.  The bill, brought to
Wiener by the Department of Com-
merce, provides technical changes to
insurance claims.  Wiener said that a
section in the bill using part of the
excess surplus in the assigned risk plan
for the Minnesota Comprehensive
Health Association (MCHA) was no
longer needed.  After deleting the
provision, members passed the bill on a
vote of 52 to 0.

In other action, members discussed at
length S.F. 2421, a bill establishing a do
not call list for unsolicited
telemarketing calls.  Sen. Ember Junge
(DFL-New Hope) said she introduced
the bill at the request of the American
Association of Retired Persons (AARP).
“Senior citizens were concerned that
they were being pursued by fraudulent
telemarketers,” Junge said.  She told the
Senate that people burst out in applause
when she talked about the bill at town
hall meeting.  “The most recent poll by
the Minneapolis Star Tribune shows 86
percent of Minnesotans favor the law,
and 78 percent strongly favor it,” Junge
said.

“You, as a consumer, can put your
name on the list for free, and be free of
telemarketers,” Junge said.  The “no
sales solicitation calls” list will be
administered by the Department of
Commerce.  Minnesotan’s may place
their names and household number on
the list, which will be updated yearly,
for free.  Costs associated with main-
taining the list will be covered through
required purchases of the list by compa-
nies conducting telemarketing calls in
Minnesota.

The bill also requires that for
telemarketing sales to be completed, the
purchaser must provide either a signa-
ture agreeing to the sale or oral consent
by means of disclosing the last four
digits of one’s credit card to the
telemarketer.  “The new technology is
that telemarketers have your credit card
number before they call you,” Junge
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said.  She said that telemarketers
sometimes have a person’s credit card
account information prior to placing a
call and may decide if the person called
agreed to a sale.

Junge said that exemptions are made
for various calls, such as those placed by
a party with whom the person called has
a prior business relationship or those
from a charitable organization with
whom the person called has donated
time or money to within the past five
years.  These exemptions, Junge said,
will not prohibit such calls as courtesy
calls from auto dealers one has recently
purchased from or calls from organiza-
tions such as schools, political parties,
or non-profit organizations to whom one
is a regular contributor.

Junge addressed member’s questions
about a current do not call list main-
tained by the Direct Marketers’ Asso-
ciation (DMA).  The list, she said, does
not protect consumers against
telemarketing, because use of the list by
telemarketers is voluntary.  “The DMA
list is not a great option, because it does
not protect you,” Junge said.  “Not only
are your calls not going to end, but your
are giving direct marketers more
information to sell to other people. It is
a free list, but you get what you pay for.”
Junge said that one must provide their
address to be place on the DMA no call
list.

Sen. Dave Kleis (R-St. Cloud) offered
an amendment deleting political parties
to whom one has donated in the past
five years from the exemptions list.
Kleis said that special privileges should
not be given to political parties.

Junge said that the bill prohibits any
party that solicits funds, including
political parties and non-profit organi-
zations, from calling individuals, except
for those who have contributed to the
organization within the past five years.
She said that supporters of the bill do
not want to block calls urging people to
vote.  Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.)
said “if you belong to a church, syna-
gogue, charitable organization, or
political party, you expect calls; you go
onto a do not call list because you are
annoyed by strangers.”  The amendment
failed on a vote of 26 to 28.

Sen. Linda Runbeck (R-Circle Pines)
offered an amendment deleting a $200
limit on calls exempted from the list
because they require a face-to-face sales

presentation or mailing that explicitly
states the terms of the sale for the sale’s
completion.  “How far are we going to
go to protect the consumer from
themselves?” asked Runbeck.  “We are
asking government to protect us from
annoyances,” she said in opposition to
the legislation.

Junge said that the amendment would
exempt people from calling to sell items
such as siding, a practice many of her
constituents raised concerns over.
“These are very immediate issues, I do
not think that we should trivialize
them,” said Spear.  Spear told of having
had four calls from the same company
soliciting siding during a prominent
religious holiday.

The amendment failed on a vote of 30
to 32.

Members then discussed an amend-
ment offered by Sen. Linda Scheid
(DFL-Brooklyn Park) that exempts
telemarketers who subscribe to the
DMA list from Minnesota’s no call list
and requires individuals who inquire
about the state’s no call list to be
informed about the DMA list.  The
amendment also requires the Depart-
ment of Commerce to place information
about no call lists on the department’s
website.

Junge said that the DMA no call list
will not stop telemarketing calls
because only 3,500 of the 14,000
telemarketing companies in the United
States are DMA members, and DMA
members are not required to subscribe
to the list.  Junge added that sequen-
tially dialed calls are not affected by the
DMA list.  “This bill turns off all of the
calls and it is law,” Junge said.  Spear
said that it is wrong for members to
attack the bill for both having too many
exceptions and not having enough
exceptions.  “The bill will not eliminate
all calls, but those that most annoy us,
from complete strangers, will be
stopped” he said.

Scheid’s amendment was adopted on a
vote of 34 to 28.

Junge offered an amendment deleting
an exemption from Minnesota’s do not
call list in Scheid’s amendment for
telemarketers who comply with the
DMA list.  The provision, Junge said,
does not provide an option for consum-
ers, but provides an out for
telemarketing companies.  “This is
totally unenforceable, this is not

defined,” Junge said.  Junge told mem-
bers that when the United States
Congress requested information on
compliance with the DMA no call list,
the DMA did not provide information.
“If [the DMA] denied Congress, how are
we going to know?” Junge asked.  “This
is an out for those who do not comply.”

The amendment failed on a vote of 29
to 32.

The bill, as amended, was approved
on a vote of 57 to 1.

Forestry bill passed
Continuing their marathon floor

session to complete the work of the
2000 Legislative Session, the Senate
acted on a number of conference
committee reports and various other
bills in the late evening of Tues., May 9.

The Senate engaged in a lengthy
discussion of the Dept. of Natural
Resources (DNR) forestry bill, H.F.
3213, after adopting a motion by Sen.
Bob Lessard (DFL-Int’l. Falls) to take it
from the table.  The Senate also adopted
an amendment, offered by Lessard,
removing the Big Woods Heritage
Forest system.  Lessard said that provi-
sion has already become law now.

The bulk of the discussion on the bill
centered on an amendment offered by
Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower)
removing a provisions from the bill
requiring public notice of timber sale
plans to be posted on the DNR web site
and requiring the DNR to report the
process used to notify the public and
solicit public input about timber
harvest plans to chairs of Legislative
natural resources committees.  Johnson
said the DNR already posts plans in the
affected areas, but the amendment takes
the web site posting requirement out of
the statutes.  Johnson said that extrem-
ists are trying to put an end to his
constituents making a living as loggers.
He added that there isn’t much internet
access in the forest so the web site
posting doesn’t get to the people most
affected by the timber sale plans.  But
Sen. Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury)
argued against the amendment.  He said
the bill requires public notice of timber
sales and requires the DNR to get public
input on the proposed sales and asked
Johnson if it is the public notice or the
public input that he found offensive in
the bill.  Price added that he didn’t
think public input is such a bad thing
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and it makes the Legislature look bad
when they limit the public notice.  Sen.
Gary Laidig (R-Stillwater) also opposed
the amendment, saying the public
notice might bring higher bids on the
timber.  “It could work both ways,”
Laidig said.

A compromise was reached when Sen.
Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) suggested
amending Johnson’s amendment so that
the reports to the Legislative commit-
tees would remain in the bill, but the
web site posting requirement would be
deleted.  Johnson withdrew his amend-
ment and later offered another amend-
ment incorporating Ranum’s suggestion.
The amendment was adopted on a roll
call vote of 50-15.

The Senate adopted two other
amendments offered by Lessard.  The
first, Lessard said, allows DNR smoke
chasers to credit their time for unem-
ployment insurance purposes.  He said
the provision allows the DNR to keep
the trained smokechasers around. Sen.
Jane Krentz (DFL-May Township) said
she supports the amendment but that
she was concerned about the budget
impact.  Lessard said the funding comes
out of the open appropriation that is
used in the event of a fire.  Lessard said
his other amendment allows an addi-
tional month for the use of all terrain
vehicles for the construction of deer
stands in state forests.  Both amend-
ments were adopted by voice votes.

An amendment offered by Sen. LeRoy
Stumpf (DFL-Thief River Falls) insert-
ing the  consolidated conservation
(“con-con”) lands proposal into the bill
was also adopted.  Stumpf said seven
counties have the con-con lands and
that those lands have had a unique
relationship with state and local
governments.  He said that one compo-
nent of the amendment is to increase
the payment in lieu of taxes (PILT) to
the seven counties.

However, two amendments were
rejected as non-germane.  The first,
offered by Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red
Wing) allows dealers of fuel oxygenates
to sell the oxygenates for use by off-road
vehicles.  Murphy said that legislation
this year banned the use of the oxygen-
ates but some dealers still have some
leftover and the amendment allows
those dealers to get rid of their remain-
ing stock without taking a loss on it.
The other non-germane amendment was

a gray wolf management plan offered by
Laidig.  The bill was granted final
passage on a 62-2 roll call vote.

The Senate also granted final passage
to H.F. 3229, sponsored by Sen. Linda
Higgins (DFL-Mpls.).  Higgins said the
bill is called the “E-commerce for
Hennepin County” bill. The Senate
adopted Higgins’ motion to adopt the
House language adding that the differ-
ence between the two versions was that
the Senate Local and Metropolitan
Government Committee inserted
language allowing Hennepin County to
add a service charge for accepting a
payment by credit card and the House
expanded the types of payment that are
allowed.  Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-
Rochester) asked why the bill only
allows Hennepin county to use elec-
tronic payment methods.  Higgins
replied that it is sort of a pilot project to
work out the details, but she suspected
that the authority will be made state-
wide.  The bill passed 59-0.

A bill sponsored by Kiscaden, H.F.
3409, was passed on special orders.
Kiscaden said the bill is a Dept. of
Human Services housekeeping bill for
people with developmental disabilities.
Kiscaden moved to accept the House
language, saying there were minor
technical differences and a different
effective date.  The motion prevailed
and the bill was passed 54-0.

In addition, the Senate acted on six
conference committee reports.  Sen.
Dave Johnson (DFL-Bloomington)
presented the conference committee
report on S.F. 2677, the DWI recodifi-
cation bill.  Johnson said the House put
felony DWI provisions in the bill
forcing the conference committee to
deal with the issue of how to pay for
something in a non-budget year that has
a long term fiscal impact.  He said the
bill puts together a task force to look at
various aspects of felony DWI penalties,
including how to pay for it.  Sen.
Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield), a
Senate conferee on the bill, said another
provision in the bill is the ignition
interlock pilot program.  He said the
program allows the Dept. of Public
Safety to reinstate a repeat DWI
offender’s driver’s license if they install
an ignition interlock device that won’t
allow their car to start if there is alcohol
on their breath.  Johnson added that the
bill makes adjudication of DWI more

efficient.  The bill passed on a 64-0 roll
call vote.

The omnibus agriculture bill, H.F.
3312, sponsored by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-Staples), was also repassed.  Sams
said there were minor changes between
the bill as originally passed by the
Senate and the conference report.  He
said that Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-
Mankato), a Senate conferee, added
language to the family farm limited
liability company provision requiring
that a shareholder person be actively
farming.  Sams said that egg handling
standards in the Senate bill were
dropped from the conference report.
The bill was repassed 54-9.

Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul)
moved adoption of the conference
committee report on S.F. 2854 and that
the bill repassed.  He said the bill deals
with civil commitment of sexually
dangerous or psychopathic persons.
Kelly said the difference in the confer-
ence report is that now the court may
grant a motion to determine if a person
should be committed as a sexual
psychopathic personality or sexually
dangerous person, but the court must
decide the motion within 48 hours of
the hearing.  Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-
Fridley), a Senate conferee on the bill,
said the conferees wanted to give
county attorneys the authority to
petition the court seeking commitment
of a person as a sexual psychopath, but
didn’t want to give unfettered access to
the person’s file so that the county
attorney couldn’t go on a fishing
expedition.  The report was adopted and
the bill repassed 64-0.

Kelly also moved adoption of the
conference committee report on H.F.
2516, a bill relating to civil restraining
orders for harassment.  Kelly said that
the House objected to one Senate
provision setting the filing fee at $50.
He said that currently the fee is $130,
but is frequently waived.  Kelly said the
Conference of Chief Judges wanted a
base fee, but the House thought it would
have a chilling effect if the fee was
required.  The compromise, Kelly said, is
that the Supreme Court will attempt to
educate judges so that they don’t
automatically waive the fee.  The report
was adopted and the bill was repassed
on a 64-0 roll call vote.

The Senate repassed the conference
committee report on S.F. 2575, spon-
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sored by Stumpf. He said the bill relates
to the dislocated worker program.
Stumpf said that farmers who qualify
may be eligible for the program and the
program is extended to operate for three
years under the conference agreement.
The bill was repassed 63 to1.

One other conference committee
report was passed before the next recess.
Hottinger, sponsor of S.F. 2893, said the
bill makes revisions to the business
subsidies accountability law passed last
year.  He said the compromise bill
makes three changes from the Senate

version by changing the definition of
bonds, setting wage floor provisions for
local governments to generate a specific
dollar amount, and setting more specific
criteria for local governments so they
have until May 1, 2003.  The bill passed
on a 66-0 roll call vote.

Floor action
Conference committee reports adopted and repassed Monday, May 1
S.F. 3016-Knutson: Changes certain child support enforcement provisions and provides for notices. 60-0
S.F. 3160-Neuville: Modifies the ignition interlock pilot program, designates the Diana L. Koski Memorial Bridge, conforms
the state “open bottle” law to federal provisions, regulates satisfactions of judgment on automobile liability claims and allows
drivers’ license to be renewed within five years of expiration. 61-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders Monday, May 1
S.F. 3100-Frederickson: Modifies provisions for designating experimental waters and modifies provisions for fishing contests.
60-0

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed Thursday, May 4
S.F. 3028-Spear: Specifies rights for reconsideration and review of determinations regarding maltreatment of vulnerable
adults. 66-0
H.F. 3839-Kiscaden: Modifies provisions for speech-language pathologists, audiologists, unlicensed mental health practitio-
ners, alcohol and drug counselors, and hearing instrument dispensers and provides for regulation of unlicensed complementary
and alternative health care practitioners.  58-1

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders Thursday, May 4
H.F. 849-Novak: Modifies the authority to expand or upgrade minor use airports. 66-0
S.F. 3031-Murphy: Changes the corporate and partnership farming law.  36-27
H.F. 3557-Price: Makes technical corrections to the 1999 state government appropriations bill.  59-0

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed Tuesday, May 9
S.F. 11-Betzold: Extends statute of limitations to six years for actions based on domestic abuse. 52-0
S.F. 3036-Johnson, D.H.: Provides for seizure and administrative forfeiture of firearms and abandoned property by conserva-
tion officers and modifies the definition of peace officer.  51-0
S.F. 3234-Hottinger: Grants authority for legislative committees to object to administrative rules and creates a rules task
force.  53-0
S.F. 2845-Knutson: Increases criminal penalties and driver license sanctions for underage persons who use false identification
to purchase or attempt to purchase alcoholic beverages or tobacco. 46-6
S.F. 2796-Pogemiller: Omnibus pension bill.  55-0
S.F. 1288-Lessard: Omnibus game and fish provisions. Fails 27-37; Reconsidered. Returned to conference.
H.F. 2826-Larson: Clarifies Minnesota election law procedures and makes conforming changes. 57-0
H.F. 3501-Betzold: Omnibus data practices. 58-0
H.F. 3534-Frederickson: Changes requirements and procedures for agricultural contracts.  58-0
S.F. 1288-Lessard: Omnibus game and fish provisions without the elk preserve hunting provisions.  60-0
S.F. 2575-Stumpf: Regulates eligibility of farmers for the dislocated worker program. 63-1
S.F. 2854-Kelly, R.C.: Requires the commissioner of corrections, before releasing persons convicted of criminal sexual
conduct or sentenced as patterned offenders, to send his determination whether a petition under the sexual psychopath law is
necessary to certain county attorneys.  64-0
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S.F. 2893-Hottinger: Provides clarification to the obligation of government agencies and businesses related certain business
subsidies. 66-0
S.F. 2677-Johnson, D.H.: Recodifies and simplifies DWI crimes and provisions and extends the ignition interlock pilot
program.  64-0
H.F. 2516-Kelly, R.C.: Amends the definition of harassment and alters filing procedures.  64-0
H.F. 3312-Sams: Modifies agricultural policy provisions, corporate farm provisions and limited liability corporation provi-
sions. 54-9
H.F. 2891-Johnson, D.E.: Omnibus transportation appropriations and bonding bill.  64-2
H.F. 3800-Pogemiller: Omnibus education appropriations.  66-0
H.F. 4127-Johnson, D.J.: Omnibus tax bill.  64-1
H.F. 3505-Oliver: Modifies Dept. of Commerce insurance enforcement provisions and insurance technical provisions.  58-0
S.F. 1048-Johnson, D.H.: Creates an advisory selection process for utility commissioners. 63-0
H.F. 2591-Lessard: Changes the economic development authority of certain non-metropolitan counties. 61-0
H.F. 2699-Samuelson: Omnibus appropriations bill.  64-1
S.F. 3002-Frederickson: Adds to and deletes from various state parks. 56-0
H.F. 4078-Berglin: Omnibus bonding bill.  63-2
S.F. 849-Novak: Modifies the authority to expand or upgrade minor use airports.  62-4

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders Tuesday, May 9
H.F. 2489-Higgins: Authorizes local units of government to require purchasers of impounded bicycles to register them as a
condition of sale.  51-5
S.F. 1716-Kelley, S.P.: Regulates the use and dissemination of personally identifiable information on consumers by interactive
services providers and prohibits certain false or misleading commercial electronic mail messages. 57-0
S.F. 3038-Kelley, S.P.: Enacts the Telecommunications Consumer Privacy Act, provides for the privacy of telecommunica-
tions customer information, requires consent for disclsure of customer information and provides penalties. 55-0
S.F. 3000-Kinkel: Provides consumers’ right to privacy, confidentiality, and secrecy of their financial records and provides
civil remedies and penalties.  57-0
S.F. 2933-Wiener: Makes technical changes to insurance provisions, regulates motor vehicle service contracts, regulates
underwriting practices and regulates workers’ compensation self-insurance.  52-0
S.F. 2421-Junge: Regulates telephone sales calls and provides remedies.  57-1
H.F. 3409-Kiscaden: Dept. of Human Services bill that modifies provisions relating to continuing care services for persons
with disabilities. 54-0
H.F. 3229-Higgins: Provides for payment of county obligations by electronic transfer or credit  card. 59-0
H.F. 3213-Lessard: Modifies timber provisions and requires certain rule changes for public use of recreational areas.  62-2
H.F. 3516-Ring: DNR housekeeping provisions. Laid on the table

Gubernatorial appointments confirmed Tuesday, May 9
Board on Judicial Standards - Paul J. Gam, Tracey Martin, Roselyn Nordaune and Suzanne White.
Board of Trustees of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities - Brent Calhoun, Jim Luoma and Joann Splonskowski.
State Board of Education - Betty Aune, Kay Batchelder, Claudia Fuentes, and Harvey Hietala.
Minnesota Higher Education Facilities Authority - Kathryn Balstad Brewer and  Gary Benson.
Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board - Douglas Kelley and Sidney Pauly
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Chap- House Senate House Senate Description Signed Effective
 ter   File   File Author Author    Date
448 3629 2385* Olson Ourada Provides an exemption from local govern-

ment unit compensation limits for public
hospital employees. vetoed

449 3020* 3199 Bradley Fischbach Clarifies and modifies long term care and
nursing facility payment rates determi-
nation provisions. 5/1/00 7/1/00

450 3047* 2944 Kuisle Scheid Expands real estate title insurance company
mortgage release certificates content
requirements. 5/1/00 8/1/00

451 2833* 2891 McGuire Kelly, R.C. Authorizes sharing of juvenile offender
data. 5/5/00 8/1/00

452 3997 3300* McGuire Cohen Extends the second judicial district stream-
lined dissolution procedure pilot project. 5/5/00 5/6/00

453 3726 3386* Bishop Stumpf Modifies Minnesota state colleges and
universities chancellor and directors salary
provisions. 5/5/00 8/1/00

454 3378 2570* Tomassoni Janezich Authorizes St. Louis county administrative
assistant position complement increase and
county commissioners board or agency
members per diem and expense allowances. 5/5/00 8/1/00

455 2673 2521* Rest Vickerman Authorizes creation of local government
units corporations; increases housing and
redevelopment authorities maximum
membership and per diem; increases
Washington county housing and redevelop-
ment authority membership. 5/05/00 various

456 1748 1870* Haas Hottinger Regulates motor vehicle fuel franchises
and marketing agreements. 5/05/00 various

457 3445 3257* Stang Hottinger Modifies Legislative employees provisions. 5/05/00 8/1/00

*denotes file sent to the governor.
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Readership Survey

We are interested in hearing what you have to say about Senate Briefly.  Please fill out the following short
questionaire.  Thank you, the Senate Publications Office staff.

1) What is your primary source of information about the Legislature?
a) Senate and House Publications
b) Newspaper
c) T.V.
d) Legislative television coverage
e) Internet
f) Radio
g) Other

2) Which section of the Senate Briefly is most valuable to you?
a) Highlights
b) Committee update
c) Floor update
d) Committee schedules
e) Chapters
f) Floor action

3) Why do you subscribe?
a) General interest
b) Work-related
c) Research purposes
d) School-related

4) What is your occupation?
a) Business
b) Law
c) Retired
d) Student
e) Advocacy group
f) Other____________________

5) Why do you read Briefly?
a) To get information about a specific committee
b) To get a general idea of Legislative activities
c) To get schedule information
d) To get information about a specific bill
e) Other_____________________

6)Do you have suggestions for improving the Senate Briefly?
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Subscription renewal form for the Senate Briefly mailing list

To remain on the Senate Briefly mailing list, please place this response form in an envelope, and mail before
June 1, 2000 to Senate Publications, Room 95, State Office Building, St. Paul, MN  55155-1206.  If you do
not return this form, your name will be removed from the mailing list.

The Senate Publications Office policy is to not release names and addresses on the Senate Briefly mailing list.
However, from time to time we do get requests for those names and addresses.  If you give permission
for the Publications Office to release your name and address to other parties, please check this box.

If you have a new address, please fill out this portion.

New address:
Name
Address

City      State Zip

This document can be made available in alternative formats.  To make a request, please call (voice) (651) 296-0504,
or toll free 1-888-234-1112; or (TTY) (651) 296-0250, or toll free 1-888-234-1216.


